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JANUARY 2009 - A VISIT BY 
THE MOST WORSHIPFUL  
PAST GRAND MASTER 
OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
Bro. Leslie Little 
 

 

On Wednesday 28 January 2009, Northwest Lodge No. 
271 was honored by a visit of a Most Worshipful Past 
Grand Master AF&AM of the State of Alaska, Bro. 
Leslie Little. Bro Little was received by a Committee 
consisting of RW DDGM Russell E. Johnson, District 
5, RW DDGM Manny Roth, District 6, and Rt. 
Worshipful Grand Chaplain, Bro. Carey M. Willis. Bro. 
Little was visiting Chicago on business and took the 
time out of his hectic schedule to partake of that 
universal fellowship Masons alone enjoy, even among 
those they have never met before. On this bitterly cold 
Chicago evening, balmy no doubt by Alaskan 
standards, Bro. Little regaled a crowd of some 60 
Masons with stories of fishing expeditions in the most 

magnificent and pristine wilderness remaining in 
America. To this Northwest Lodge added a feast fit 
for the healthiest of kings.  
 
ALASKAN HISTORY:  Bro. Little offered a brief 
introduction to the history of Freemasonry in the 
great state of Alaska in which he shared that some 
25 lodges possessed charters issued by the MW 
Grand Lodge AF&AM of the State of Washington 
until 1981, when the current Grand Lodge was 
formed by 16 of those lodges. Bro. Little has the 
honor of having been the youngest Grand Master in 
the history of the state. On 3 Feb 1981 by a vote of 
12 to 7 the Grand Lodge of the State of Alaska was 
formed. The membership of those 12 Lodges was 
approximately 60% of the total Alaskan Lodge 
membership of about 3,250 Masons. The state 
population in 2007 was about 680,000. Several 
lodges on the lower peninsula of Alaska retain their 
Washington State charters. Map from Wikipedia. 
Gnome was once the site of the northernmost lodge 
in the state but Anchorage now has the title.   See: 
http://www.hesperia411.org/pgmAKJan09.html 
 
Alaska was purchased from the Russian Czar in 
1857 at about 2.4 cents per acre and finally admitted 
as a state in the Union in January 1959. Thomas 
Jefferson paid Napoleon 2.9 cents per acre for the 
Louisiana Territory one half century earlier. There 
are five local indigenous tribes in Alaska including 
the Eskimo and Inuit. One tribal brother recently 
became the first tribal member to graduate from the 
University of Alaska. Adak lodge includes 5 
tribesmen members. 



Page 2 of 2 Copyright �  2009 J.G. McDermott Chicago, IL. 

 
 

 
STERLING LODGE, USAF, EARTHQUAKES 
AND VOLCANOS:  Bro. little and his wife Roxanne 
reside in Sterling where they live with two recently 
adopted 8 year old children whose parents were unable 
to care for them. As a result, his delayed retirement has 
brought him to our doors. Bro. Little currently serves as 
the Junior Warden of Sterling Lodge No. 22. The lodge 
harbors 25 members of which 16 appear regularly. 
They do not have the luxury of a beautiful lodge 
building such as we have here, meeting in a senior 
citizen’s facility, carrying their own furniture to and fro. 
By virtue of their small numbers and relative isolation, 
the quality of the fellowship is all the more intense. 
And, having traveled 3000 miles to Chicago to be 
received with such kind fellowship, Bro. Little was 
moved to exclaim: ‘Masonry is the greatest fraternity 
ever invented by man.’ 
 
Sterling is a small but sprawling town situated along the 
Kenai River, whose abundant icy mountain waters 
harbor vast numbers of king salmon and other fish and 
flow into the Cook Inlet.  This inlet is that little finger 
of the northern Pacific so obvious on world maps and 
which lies at the terminus of that great arc of volcanic 
islands we know as the Aleutians. Anchorage lies at the 
northern end of the bay, some 30 miles north of Sterling 
and within the deeply incised but broad valley which 
continues further north to become the Alaska Range. 
Here Mt. McKinley boasts the highest point in the 
western hemisphere. As of January 2009, geologic 
activity underneath nearby volcanic Mt. Redoubt, some 
50 miles west of Sterling, has prompted official 
warnings. 
 
While serving in the US Air Force over 40 years ago, 
given a choice between Europe and Alaska, he chose 
the latter due to a great love of hunting and the 
outdoors. Timing his appearance well, about one week 
after his arrival, the great 1964 earthquake struck while 
he was cooking beans on a stove; he caught the pot as it 
suddenly flew up into the air, immediately realizing he 

was experiencing a large quake. He managed to put 
the pot on the ground and attempted to make his 
way out, wishing to see for himself the famous 
surface or ‘love’ waves, known to visibly propagate 
just like oceans waves, generated during only the 
largest quakes. Since walking was impossible, he 
rode out the ‘earth-storm’ grasping a refrigerator 
door and a kitchen counter. The quake magnitude 
was 9.2 making it the third largest quake ever 
recorded. The Illinois quake of 1812 was over 10 
times weaker at 8.1. The Kodiak area was uplifted 
about 30 feet and a 27 foot tidal wave swept the 
Prince William Sound. Over 130 died during this 
event which caused entire bays to slosh onto shore 
after the ocean bottom dropped instantly, carrying 
large ships and their crews, seen in part in a famous 
grainy film.  
 
ALASKAN FISH & BEAR STORIES : Though 
he has never encountered a grizzly bear while 
hunting, Bro. Little does not consider that a loss. 
Bears in general do approach fishermen, finding it 
easier to steal fish rather than get wet. But, if a 
female approaches with cubs, rapidly leaving the 
area is the wisest course of action. Generally bears 
are as afraid of us as we are of them he informed us, 
but encounters can be fatal for both. Occasionally, 
hunters encountering grizzly will shoot even when 
they pose no threat, often leaving wounded bears 
behind.  The best fishing for red or king salmon on 
the Kenai River is in May and June, silver salmon 
in late August and September. He once caught a 40 
lb halibut. The king salmon record is 97 pounds. On 
one legendary fishing trip on the open ocean with 4 
to 6 foot swells, a Past Grand Master of Japan 
hauled in a 139 pound Halibut, calling for 
assistance to bring this one aboard: ‘Alaska, come 
here, I need you.’   
 
GRAND LODGE OF ALASKA:  He is flying to 
Kodiak Island to participate in Grand Lodge in early 
February. The runway there approaches the nearby 
mountain, rendering landing a bit tricky, especially 
in poor weather. The eruption of nearby the Mt. 
Redoubt Volcano might further complicate matters; 
if prevailing winds take the ash northward toward 
Anchorage, his flight may be delayed or cancelled. 
We wish him a safe journey.        
 
Bro. James McDermott 
Hesperia Lodge No. 411 | King Oscar Lodge No. 855 


