NOVEMBER 2020
WILLIAM A. BUSSIERE PM, CLI, Worshipful Master

ROBERT HARVEY PM, Secretary

157th Installation of Officers

RW Bro Reuben Owens, Secretary of the Board of Grand Examiners, installed RW Bro William A Bussiere as
Hesperia’s Worshipful Master on Sunday, October 25th at the Jefferson Park Installation. RW Bro Reuben
was assisted by RW Bro Nick Sarabia, RW Bro Eddie Hernandez, W Bro Francesco Bruno, and RW Bro Elliot
Velez, DDGM. RW Bro Herb Lindberg, ADGM gave the Paul Revere Charge and Miss Nina Hernandez, Grand
Faith of the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls in Illinois presented the gavel to the newly installed
Worshipful Master. The ceremonies were followed immediately by dinner.
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Tidings from the East
By RW Bro Bill Bussiere, Worshipful Master

It is an honor and a privilege to be able to serve Hesperia Lodge as Worshipful Master for this Masonic year. You
probably already know I have served other lodges in this capacity four other times in the last 30+ years, so it may be
asked, why a fifth?
One reason is the uniqueness and long-standing quality of Hesperia Lodge. This makes it a rare opportunity indeed. We
heard our Area Deputy, in his part of the installation ceremony, say, “…this lodge will be an honor to Masonry, an
example to the world, and therefore a blessing to mankind.” Those words describe us, and even the most critical must
concede if that is not what we are at this moment, though I think it is, then certainly it is to what we are evolving.
To point out another reason for a fifth time as Master, I do so as a Certified Lodge Instructor. An opportunity to sit in
the East helps me avoid even the most subtle air of “Do as I say, not as I do.”, which the worst of all images an
instructor can project. It is so much more effective to teach it if you are living it, or at least have lived it out recently. I
hope never to hear from one who wants to learn, “Easy for you to say.”
Add to all this the good omen of my being asked to narrate some of the MSA’s Short Talk Bulletin podcasts, with the
first one being posted on their website the day after our Installation. What were the chances of that timing? Anyway,
you will have a chance to listen to it soon, and your feedback of course is welcome.
But so much for how my advancement to the East may affect me. It is far more important how it sets the stage for the
Masonic journey of our members, especially our new, younger officers, as well as the journeys of younger Hesperia
members actively participating in non-officer roles. For most all those mentioned, the journey to the East is underway,
and the day is in not too distant where we will all be in awe of just how quickly that journey was completed.
Along with preserving the great traditions of Hesperia Lodge, it is my goal in the months to come to inspire those
advancing officers, see that they partake of our ceremonies with ever increasing confidence and comfort, not only
appearing as journeymen in the station or place they currently hold, but proudly assuming their next station or place
with the appearance of having already done it for years.
That may all sound like a series of lofty goals, but they are attainable, especially if we can make the process fun as we
move ahead. I think we can handle that part, so let’s make it great year!

Hesperia Membership
Entered Apprentices

4

Fellow Crafts

5

Master Masons

142
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Meet the New
District Deputy Grand Master
Right Worshipful Brother Elliott A. Velez, PM
Right Worshipful Brother Elliott A. Velez is the District Deputy Grand Master of the 5th Northeastern District of The
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Illinois. He was appointed to that
office in October 2020. He works closely with the Senior Lodge Officers and Brethren of the seven Lodges in the District
to advance the goals and priorities of Illinois Freemasonry in the City of Chicago. Having been raised to the Sublime
Degree of Master Mason in January 1982, Brother Velez has enjoyed an active Masonic journey spanning more than 38
years of dedication, leadership and support for our ancient and honorable fraternity.
King Oscar Lodge No. 855 is Brother Velez’s current mother Lodge (resulting from the merger with Providence Lodge
No. 711, the Lodge in which he was raised). He served as Worshipful Master of King Oscar Lodge No. 855 in 1986 and
then two additional times as Worshipful Master of Paul Revere Lodge No. 998 in 2007 and 2014; he also maintained
the keys to the Paul Revere Lodge No. 998 finances while serving as its Treasurer for two years (2016 and 2017). At
present, he shares his leadership talents with the Brethren of Kelvyn Park-Willing Lodge No. 1075, serving as its Junior
Warden.

In addition to his active service to the Lodges in the City of Chicago, Brother Velez serves our Grand Lodge as the Grand
Representative to the Grand Lodge of Puerto Rico; this role has a special place in his heart, having called the Caribbean
Island of Puerto Rico home from birth through the age of three. His passion for helping Membership Prospects and our
Brethren enjoy a quality Masonic Membership Experience fuels his service to our grand jurisdiction as a member of the
Grand Lodge Membership Committee with specific leadership of our Online Masonic Membership Interest Process
— managing membership interests sent to our Grand Lodge through the Internet.
Brother Velez has been an active member in the Appendant Masonic Bodies. In the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite
Valley of Chicago, he has been a member for more than 37 years and shares his talents in performing our Blue Lodge
ritual work as a member of the Scottish Rite Ancient Craft Degree Team. As a member of the Medinah Shriners
(Ancient Accepted Nobles of the Mystic Shrine) for more than 36 years, Brother Velez embraced the message of
“having fun helping kids” by serving as a Shriners Hospital of Chicago Usher to assist with tours of the hospital and
participating with the Fire Wagon team during Shriners parades throughout the Chicagoland area. He also holds
membership in the City of Chicago York Rite Bodies (La Fayette Chapter No. 2 — Royal Arch Masons, Chicago Council
No. 4 —Cryptic Masons, and St. Bernard Commandery No. 35 — Knights Templar) and other fraternal bodies.
Brother Velez focussed his career primarily on building expertise saving lives, serving others and teaching young people
to help future generations be successful. After more than 32 years of dedicated service, Brother Velez retired from the
Chicago Fire Department at the rank of Assistant Deputy Chief Paramedic and retains his license as an Illinois State
Paramedic. Concurrently, he served as an Adjunct Faculty member at Malcolm X College (Chicago City-Wide Colleges)
as an Emergency Medical Services Instructor for 38 years in their Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics
(Continued on page 4)
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Program. During the early part of Brother Velez’s professional development, he worked for the Illinois Masonic Medical
Center for 14 years in Emergency Services. It is then little surprise that Brother Velez’s Masonic journey began while
being employed at the hospital; he asked to learn more about Freemasonry from the well respected, professional and
committed Brethren associated with the hospital. Many decades later and the pattern continues; Brother Velez is again
affiliated with the hospital, Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center; he serves as the Vice Chairman of the Masonic
Family Health Foundation’s Masonic Relations Committee and Chairman of their Health Services Sub-committee which
provides direct health-related support services to our Masonic community and Chicago citizens. In particular, he is very
active in helping our Brethren not only in Chicago, but across the state through the Masonic Assistance Program
provided by the hospital.
In addition to his faithful dedication and service to Freemasonry and the City of Chicago, Brother Velez has spent more
than 36 years building a loving family with this wife including the quality time spent with his son and daughter who
have followed in his footsteps as healthcare professionals. He fondly recalls a proud fraternal and fatherly moment
when his son, a member of Illinois DeMolay, was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason at the age of 18. Not
done yet, he returned the favor to his son when becoming an Honorary Member of Illinois DeMolay during the once-ina-lifetime event in 2019 for Master Masons to join as part of the DeMolay International 100th Anniversary celebration
activities. When relaxing, Brother Velez enjoys spending time around water (fishing, kayaking, sailing and scuba diving),
enjoying the outdoors (gardening, nature walks, hiking and camping), and following the progress of several sports
teams.

Two Fellowcrafts Passed
At the second Stated Communication in October,
Bro. Kevin Bonilla and Bro. Joe Tomasicyk, were
passed to the degree of Fellowcraft in degrees
presided over by RW Bro Bill Bussiere.
Congratulations to Bro’s Bonilla and Tomasicyk as
they continue their progression in Freemasonry.
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UNION
By Brother Jonathan Horvath
“When the Great Creator breathed into man the breath of life, He included a number of strengths and a great many
weaknesses. One of the strengths He imparted to man was the ability to comprehend that in union there is strength.”
MW. Bro. Norman Buecker, MWPGM, IL

All great writing inspires thoughts, new thoughts, discussions, encourages questions and invites the reader to find in
them something new about oneself. And so it was when I read Masonic Principles by W. Bro Buecker in the January
2011 edition of The Short Talk Bulletin by The Masonic Service Association of North America. For those of you who
know me, this will not be a surprise. For those of you who don’t, I can only hope that what I write here is not taken
to suggest that W. Bro. Buecker is saying something he did not, or perhaps even would not say; but merely that in
his words I have found something about Masonic principles that I believe is important for the Brethren to ponder.
Something encapsulated in that brief introductory paragraph to his excellent paper – in union there is strength;
united we stand, divided we fall…
These words, as all Good words, have many meanings, some are exoteric and others esoteric. Before going further I
want to clarify how I use exoteric and esoteric. Exoteric are those external, observable facts that we, as Masons, can
use to make good men better. Esoteric are those internal, experienced truths that change us from better men to
Good men.
If we look at “in union there is strength” in this light we can quickly call to mind the exoteric meaning , many nations
and groups have used this as a motto to strengthen and support their cause, the term union itself has become
synonymous with trade groups that band together to stand up for their rights. There is a deeper interpretation
though, an esoteric meaning. Union can also refer to the union of opposites, the joining of two seemingly separate
and opposed elements coming together to form a more Perfect single, whole. Some of you may recall from the
Volume of Sacred Law (VSL) that we exist in a state “after the fall” that is, divided, or separated from the GAOTU;
and in such a state we are weak; prone to err, sin and death.
In such a state we are rough ashlars, in the dark. So, what do we do about it? We, as freemasons, study morality as
taught in the VSL, and if we do so ardently, if we persist and challenge everything we think we know about
everything, if we turn everything upside down – then perhaps in that union of knowing and not-knowing we can
learn something. Let’s look at a couple examples to illustrate this. I ask you each to think for a moment on this
question: what is the relationship between faith and knowledge? When I began my study of morality I had an
understanding probably not dissimilar from what you are thinking. Faith requires belief, knowledge does not. That is
to say, I don’t have to believe that 1+1=2, I can prove it, it is a defined fact that I can teach to others; faith on the
other hand requires belief, belief in things that I cannot prove and that I cannot teach to others. However, as I
considered morality further I thought “what if everything I thought I knew was completely wrong”, and it occurred
to me that “faith begets knowledge”. Without faith, knowledge is not possible. If you can, try to think back to a time
before anyone knew anything – anything about computers, automotives, farming, the wheel, fire… before all of the
knowledge we take for granted existed within our minds. In order for the first pieces of knowledge to come into
being, someone (unconsciously) thought “there are things that can be learned and I can learn them”. They had no
knowledge of this, but they believed it, they unknowingly had faith that things could be learned and from that first
leap, knowledge sprung. It is in the union of faith and knowledge that we can start to craft a bond with the GAOTU.
Let’s now look at some other “opposites”, and hopefully these will surprise you as well. Take “fact”, what do you
think is the opposite of “fact”? Fiction? Lie? Yes, those are the exoteric opposites, but we as free and accepted
(Continued on page 6)
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masons should look deeper to understand the esoteric opposite. In this Light, “truth” is the opposite of “fact”.
Fact is something that can be learned and something that we can use to make ourselves and our lives better, but it
is something we create, something we use. Truth on the other hand is something that, when we receive it, changes
us. It is not something we create or use, but something that uses us. Another example is “wisdom” – what is its
opposite? If you are thinking foolishness perhaps you should be reading a different article J… In our context,
“understanding” is the opposite of “wisdom”, and to understand how, we must only look to the most
basic symbols of freemasonry, the point within a circle, if we apply morality, or its emblem (the square for those
who don’t recall their Fellow Craft degree), to the circle we get the following:

Now if we place our “opposites” on this symbol, a whole new series of meanings becomes evident.

We will now circumambulate around this circle, starting with “fact”. The rote memorization of facts is the
accumulation of knowledge and with this once can attain wisdom, we are here moving from one exoteric element to
another, it is something we can do. And in doing so, we remove our rough and superfluous parts, preparing
ourselves; and that is all we can do on our own, prepare ourselves. Beyond this, we must have help – from the
GAOTU. The ardent application of wisdom in the study of, and devotion to, morality is not only the duty of a mason,
but also the requisite for being deemed worthy, that is to be “elected”, to receive Truth from the GAOTU and this
Truth, as the saying goes, “will set you free”. And the Truth is Understanding; that is to say, the GAOTU Himself, He
from whom we have been divided and from whom we have fallen. But freemasonry offers us instruction on how to
(Continued on page 7)
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craft that union, through its expositions on
morality. We are, after all, that point within the
circle, and as long as we keep ourselves within due
bounds it is impossible to materially err. If this is
True, and we no longer err, then we have become
what we always were, the perfect ashlar; for we no
longer need repentance, we are no longer divided,
we are in union, ultimately, the rough ashlar and
the perfect ashlar, and in that union there is
strength, the ultimate strength that affords victory
over our greatest enemy and allows us to dwell
forever in the house not made with hands. So mote
it be.

Brothers Illuminated
Worshipful Master
Bill Bussiere
Right Worshipful Brother Bill Bussiere was raised to the
sublime degree of Master Mason in the spring of 1983, he
received all three degrees in Jefferson Masonic Temple. He
was impressed by how so many masons left a valuable legacy in the world and that many of them approached greatness in their lives. Some of which are: The Mayo brothers
who founded the Mayo Clinic, the great composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Count Basie, a key figure in the jazz
world who was raised in a Prince Hall lodge in Chicago.
Several of his friends became masons and this added to his
curiosity and ultimately what led him to become a mason.
In his masonic journey, Right Worshipful Brother Bill has
served in every station except Secretary and Treasurer. He
is also a member of El Jaala Grotto for 12 years and served
as monarch for one year in 2014.

years, doing many independent
voice-over projects at the same time. Later on he was also
hired as a trainer of announcers for newcomers in the
station. Even now he still works on such projects for radio
and corporations who seek him for their audio and video
presentations. From his work experience, Right Worshipful Brother Bill has improved his communication skills
greatly, both spoken and written. He has also developed a
good sense of timing, as well as an attention to detail and
nuances. With only two years of experience in radio, Right
Worshipful Brother Bill worked in a very well known radio
station in Los Angeles. At the time, it was almost unheard
of for someone who had so few years under his belt to
have worked in a major station among one of the country’s top three. Right Worshipful Brother Bill is a lover of
music and the arts in general and is a perpetual student
of American pop culture. He is also an enthusiast of technology, especially of cryptocurrency and creative on-line
marketing. He also follows sports news, mostly on the
business side of things. Right Worshipful Brother Bill enjoys the friendships he gained from his masonic journey,
especially since he would have never met all of them if it
wasn’t for masonry. Learning about people’s lives and
careers is one of his favorite things about the fraternity.
Being that he is a certified lodge instructor, knowing that
he has helped his brethren become more proficient in the
work is very fulfilling for him.

Right Worshipful Brother Bill is an active member of his
church and helps with its business
affairs. He never married but has many great stories of how
he almost did. His great friends and pets have kept him
good company over the years. Although he has no children,
he has experienced the excitement of a parent seeing their
child's achievements vicariously through his friends. Right
Worshipful brother Bill considers himself to be half-retired,
a brief outline of his work experience could be described as
follows: After finishing high school he spent some time doing technical work in the phone industry while also taking
some college classes and learning how to prepare an audition tape. After sending an audition tape to a radio station
near Pittsburgh, he got a job there and worked on-air for 35
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Richard D. Johnson School

Lodge Officer Workshop

Richard D. Johnson School for Masonic Instruction
meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday at the
Jefferson Park Masonic Temple.
Instruction
begins at 7:30 PM.

Saturday, November 7th
9:00 AM to Noon
4809 N Ravenswood Ave Suite 425

Prospect Event

The School observes the same safety precautions as Lodge
meetings, per the MW Grand Master’s order.

Wednesday, November 11th
6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
4809 N Ravenswood Ave Suite 425

Stated Communication /
Lodge Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday, November 12th
Dinner 6:30 PM / Gavel 7:30 PM
Jefferson Park Masonic Temple

Stated Communication

Masonic Education &

Entered Apprentice Degree

Enlightenment

Thursday, December 10th

This month’s recommended Short Talk
Bulletin Podcast is titled “Ritual Differences”,
and is 15 minutes in length.

Dinner 6:30 PM / Gavel 7:30 PM

Click Here for Link
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Masonic Anniversaries
November 2020

W. Barry E. Johnson

November 29 59

Bro. William R. Davidson

November 20 34

R.W. Edward J. Hernandez

November 30 15

W. Frank J. Ortiz

November 15 8
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Happy Birthday Brothers!!
Bro. Harold Anderson
W. Adrian I. Podea
Bro. Masanobu Hoshikawa
Bro. James Sawyers
W. Gilbert R. Orejudos
Bro. Jesus M. Gonzalez
Bro. George Argionis
Bro. James D. Prendergast
Bro. Richard D. Rhodes
W. Barry S. Alpern
W. Francesco Bruno
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11/05
11/05
11/07
11/12
11/13
11/18
11/20
11/21
11/22
11/25
11/27

