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A Journey To Become A Certified Lodge Instructor
Right Worshipful Brother Wayne Spooner, PM, CLI

In October 2019 at the 180th Grand Lodge of Illinois Annual Communication, the
spark to begin this journey occurred. A consistent part of this annual Masonic
statewide conference is the distribution of the Grand Lodge Session Preliminary
Reports Book; it includes the reports of the Grand Lodge leaders and key Grand
Lodge Committees. As you can imagine, it is not a quick read. However, the
book’s content provides a substantive and credible illustration of what is going
on to support the successful operations and future progress of Freemasonry in
the state. While reviewing that book, one committee report really stood out; it
provided relevant facts, trends and contained a collective call-to-action. It was the report provided by the
Grand Lodge Board of Grand Examiners (BOGE). This Grand Lodge committee assists our Grand Master by
being the primary stewards, advocates and evaluators of the quality Masonic ritual (including floor work)
ceremonies executed in our grand jurisdiction. In particular, an important part of their work is the
examination of commissioned Instructors; these are the local teachers and coaches who help the Brethren
learn how to execute our ritual work with quality, accuracy and pride.
Quite starkly, the BOGE report outlined the current state of the Instructor population for our grand
jurisdiction. Basically, the population of active Grand Lecturers and Certified Lodge Instructors was dwindling
at an alarming rate, and the age distribution of the remaining Instructors would likely have several of them
retire from active instruction or pass on in a time interval that was more urgent than previously realized. As
the 4th largest Masonic jurisdiction in the United States, we had 60 Grand Lecturers and 73 Certified Lodge
Instructors to teach a membership population of approximately 50,000 Brethren (spread across 446 Lodges);
also, 75% of those 133 Instructors are age 60 or older, and only 7 of the Grand Lecturers are younger than 60
years old. With those sobering facts digested and a solid look in the mirror, the decision was made to pursue
becoming a Certified Lodge Instructor (CLI). That decision to embark on this journey was not made for selfish
reasons; it was made to help our Brethren learn and inspire them to extract the amazing life lessons available
through the study and understanding of Ancient Craft Masonry, its degrees and associated ritual work.
As Master Masons, we possess the duality of being both students and teachers. Well, to accomplish this new
goal, this student went in search of good teachers. A key first step was ensuring a complete and accurate
understanding of what a CLI is required to learn and demonstrate during his exam. Those questions were
answered by a search of our Grand Lodge Book of Constitutions and ByLaws. In particular, ByLaws Code 139B
was informative; it reads “All applicants for commission as Certified Lodge Instructors shall be thoroughly
examined as to their proficiency in the standard work, as authorized by the Grand Lodge, of opening, closing,
reception of the District Deputy Grand Master and the entire first section of all three degrees.” Yes, that was
useful information; however, more details were needed as input to a disciplined study and preparation plan.
That’s when a dear Brother shared a spreadsheet checklist which outlined exactly what ritual and floor work
(Continued on page 3)
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components were required. Those details were incorporated into my study plan and weekly allocation of
time to attend Masonic Ritual Schools of Instruction, get one-on-one coaching from an Instructor, log quality
time with our Blue Book (Standard Ritual Book) and Floor Work Manual, and just practice all of it over and
over again. Also, a CLI Petition was submitted to my Lodge and favorably voted on. Eventually, the petition
was signed by a Grand Lecturer who endorsed my skill level and readiness as an Instructor. With those two
steps completed, my petition was submitted to the Secretary of the BOGE which confirmed my interest in
becoming an Instructor and candidacy to get examined.
Two times during the year (in May and November), the BOGE conducts exams for Instructor candidates
somewhere in the state. Saturday, November 21, 2020 was a pivotal and memorable day on this journey. On
that day, my CLI exam occurred and the performance was deemed successful. It was an achievement, not just
for me, but for all of the Brethren who helped this weary traveler get to that destination. Once again, this
achievement proves that no faithful journey in Freemasonry is traveled alone. Many hands and sharp minds
helped to build this favorable result. Oh, one more really important step in the process is still required. Even
though the BOGE does the examination of Instructor candidates and recommends Brethren to the Grand
Master for appointment as a Grand Lecturer or Certified Lodge Instructor, it is the decision of the Grand
Master to provide an Instructor with his official commission to teach for our grand jurisdiction. That said, the
Grand Master usually acts favorably on the recommendations of the BOGE.
Lastly, you might have this question, “Is the journey worth it?” The answer is a resounding “Yes.” And now,
the real fun begins by being able to help Brethren unlock the life changing value of learning and performing
our unique ritual work with excellence and pride. Also, for the talented and dedicated Brethren who share a
passion for our ritual work and helping others learn, they can confidently count me amongst the humble sets
of hands and sharp minds who will happily serve to assist them along their journey to become a Certified
Lodge Instructor.
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Cornucopia: The Stewards’ Essence
by Brother Brian Brozovic,
Petaluma-Hamilton #180, Petaluma CA
Upon Installation, the Stewards are invested with their respective jewels and aprons, properly adorned with the cornucopia. Our
public installation teaches us the following in regards to the Stewards’ duties:
In olden times, your province was to superintend and provide for the Festivals of the Craft, to assist in the collection of dues
and subscriptions, to keep an account of the expenses for refreshments, and to see that the tables were properly supplied
and every Brother suitably provided for. In modern times, however, the provision for actual refreshment has diminished
and your principal functions will now be to prepare Candidates for admission, and to perform those duties which Masonic
custom has assigned to you on days of procession.
Historically speaking, it is obvious to see the importance that was placed on nourishment, refreshment, and service. The
cornucopia, also referred to as the horn of plenty, is an object that is commonly said to symbolize abundance and nourishment, as
we have learned, a fitting symbol for a Steward. Often it is depicted as an overflowing horn of goods, signifying the fruits of our
labors. The cornucopia originates from classical antiquity, and it is represented in numerous aspects of Greek and Roman
mythology.
It is said that the infant Zeus, who was to become the King of the Greek Gods, was raised by many divine attendants, including the
daughters of Melissus and from the milk of the goat Amalthea, the Nourishing or Nurturing Goddess. In an example of Zeus’
unusual strength, one of Amalthea’s horns broken off and the resulting horn became a symbol of and contained the power within
to provide unending nourishment, like that of Amalthea’s relationship with the infant Zeus. Another legend tells us that the Roman
God Hercules wrestled off the horn from the River God Achelous. Still, there are many other representations in mythology
concerning the cornucopia including:
•

Fortuna, the Goddess of Luck, from which we get the word “Fortune” who granted prosperity

•

Plutus, the God of Riches

•

Abundantia, in Roman mythology from where we get the word “Abundance”

•

Annona & Demeter, the Grain Goddesses

•

Pluto, the giver of agricultural, mineral, and spiritual wealth

•

Copia, the Roman Goddess of Wealth and Plenty

In modern times, the cornucopia has become a symbol of the harvest and of Thanksgiving, in addition, it adorns many of the state
seals in the United States of America. The cornucopia is also commonly depicted on bank building motifs for the aforementioned
reasons. Despite the passing of numerous millennium, it is still regarded as a symbol of prosperity, plenty, fertility, fortune, and
abundance. All of which are important values to keep focus on when in service to your Lodge, especially as a Steward.
So how should I as a Mason look at the cornucopia and use it as a symbol by which to help guide my life? I like to think that the
ideas of prosperity and fortune remind me to stay positive no matter the situation, and to stay focused on the greater good in all
things. Like the horn provided for and nourished Zeus, shall it symbolize that my needs will also be met by powers unknown to me.
Fertility reminds me to always build and entrust value in all things around me, for which they will grow and provide the same.
Plenty and abundance remind me to always give 100% to my endeavors, and in return they will yield results both unfathomable
and worth emulating. And finally, shall the fruits of my labor provide a sense of refreshment by which to recharge, energize, and
find that strength to continue this illuminated path of life.
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Brothers Illuminated

Brother Aaron is a good listener, who wants to learn
more about his brethren, he’s an excellent writer and
researcher and is willing to incorporate these skills for
the good of his lodge and Illinois Freemasonry as a
whole.

Brother Aaron Anderson
Senior Steward
Each month, the Lodge highlights a member so that the
brothers may become better acquainted with the brother.

Veterans and 1st Responders
Recognized

Brother Aaron Anderson’s motivation for becoming a
Freemason came from his desire to learn more about
himself and others, and to learn through Masonic
principles, how to engage in ways to improve himself
and those around him. Brother Aaron was raised to
the sublime degree of Master Mason on August 29th,
2020. He will be proudly serving our lodge as Senior
Steward for the Masonic Year 2021. As of yet Brother
Aaron is not a member of any of the appendant
bodies.

At our meeting on Thursday, November 12th, Veterans and
First Responders of Hesperia were recognized with
certificates and pins from the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

Bro. Howell Browne, Air Force
Bro. James Jaeger, Army & Firefighter
Bro. Damon Laws, Army
Bro. Chip Smith, Navy
W. George Lurry, Army National Guard
Thank you to our brothers for their service.

Brother Aaron has been doing customer service
related work for several years, including a position for
State Farm, doing internet support for clients. He did
this between 2016 and 2018 and then got a similar
job at Cars.com. These experiences helped him
develop patience, multi-tasking and improved his
ability to learn quickly. Aaron is proud to have
graduated from University of Minnesota with a
bachelors degree in English in 2015, also moving in
with his girlfriend shortly after.
He participated in the Chicago half marathon in 2018
and 2019 and he considers being raised to the
sublime degree of Master Mason to be among his
greatest accomplishments. In his free time, Brother
Aaron enjoys reading and writing, listening to music
and traveling. He also makes regular donations to the
Chicago Community Bond Fund.
Brother Aaron has been with his girlfriend Brieana for
7 years and they have no children as of yet. He likes
being a Freemason because he gets to meet people
who he would not have a chance to connect with
otherwise. He also admires Masonry’s timeless ritual
and symbolism. He actively endeavors to gain a
clearer understanding of himself and seeks to be able
to rely on his brothers as much as they will be able to
rely on him.

Hesperia Membership
Entered Apprentices

4

Fellow Crafts
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Master Masons
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Covid-19 Pandemic Resources
Grand Lodge of Illinois A.F. & A.M.

To Our Masonic Families:
Amidst the second surge of the Covid-19 Pandemic, the Illinois Masonic Outreach Services (IMOS) and
Illinois Masonic Children’s Assistance Programs’ (IMCAP) want you to know we are still here to help. Both
IMOS and IMCAP are available for financial assistance to those who may be impacted by the coronavirus.
The amount given is determined on a "case by case" basis, dependent on varying situations and needs.

Types of needs that may qualify for financial assistance include (but are not limited to):
•

Cost of medical related expenses (e.g. bills, copays, treatment costs, prescriptions, supplies,
etc).

•

Supplementing monthly income if work is impacted.

•

Providing for food and household basic needs.

•

Ensuring access to technology needed for remote learning.

If you are an Illinois Master Mason, Spouse or Widow, in need, please contact our IMOS Director, Mrs.
Talia Dean, at: (217) 529-8900 ext. 212 or by email at: outreach@ilmason.org. For needs of children
related to an Illinois Master Mason, please contact Ms. Gale Kilbury, at: 217-529-8900 ext. 222; or by
email at: gkilbury@ilmason.org.

IMOS and IMCAP wish you the best and we sincerely hope you and your loved ones remain safe and well.
We are all in this together!

Gale Kibury
Director
Illinois Masonic Children’s Assistance Program

Talia J. Dean
Director
Illinois Masonic Outreach Services
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Richard D. Johnson School
Richard D. Johnson School for Masonic Instruction
will meet virtually on Monday, December 14th.
Those interested in participating will be able to
find meeting information and agendas on OLP.
There will be no school on December 28th.

Zoom Meeting
Thursday, December 10th
7 PM until 8:30 PM
Meeting Details on OLP

Please note that the schools will continue virtually until we
are allowed to return to meeting in person.

Prospect Zoom Event
Thursday, December 17th
7 PM until 8:00 PM
Meeting Details on OLP

Masonic Education &
Enlightenment
This month’s recommended Short Talk
Bulletin Podcast is titled “Ashlars: Rough and
Perfect” Vol 57 Number 4, and is 11 minutes
in length.
Click Here for Link
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Masonic Anniversaries
December 2020

Bro. Kirk F. Hammond
W. Marino Pallotta
W. James M. Rollins
Bro. Lance E. Tuscany
Bro. Joseph F. Watkins
Bro. Jared K. Currie

December
December
December
December
December
December
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13
11
09
09
09
08

19
17
10
10
10
8

Happy Birthday Brothers!!
W. Joseph F. Laiacona

12/01

R.W. Rick Taman

12/02

Bro. Mark Weirich

12/02

Bro. James D. Hutton

12/12

Bro. Michael Sarnowski

12/19

W. James W. Voss II

12/19

Bro. Jorge Herrera

12/20

Bro. Michael Czerkawskyj

12/21

Bro. Paul J. Fiedor

12/22

Bro. Paul A. Davison

12/23

Bro. Christopher C. Perry

12/23

Bro. Givi Chikovani

12/24

Bro. Enosh Mekson

12/30
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