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One rainy night a gentleman and his wife entered a small hotel in Philadelphia
about 1:00 in the morning and asked the clerk/manager for a room. He told them
he was sorry but the hotel was full, but instead of turning them out in the rain he
told them they could have his room for the night, it wasn’t a suite but it was
comfortable. The gentleman said no but the manager insisted, he prided himself
on customer service.
The next morning when the gentleman went to pay his bill, he said to the
manager that he should be the kind of manager that should be the boss of the
best hotel in the United States.
A few years past but the men kept in touch. One day the clerk/ manager received
a letter from the gentleman inviting him to New York for a visit along with round
trip airline tickets. When the clerk arrived in New York the gentleman met him and led him to the corner of
5th and 34th Street. Standing in front of a brand new building the gentleman pointed to it and said, there is
the hotel I want you to manage. You must be joking the astonished clerk/manager said. I can assure you I
am not said the gentleman.
The gentleman, William Waldorf Astor, and the palace he built was the original Waldorf Astoria Hotel.
Here is the lesson, you are always being watched and you never know by whom. You never know when doing
the right thing or going above and beyond might change the trajectory of your life or your entire future. You
(Continued on page 2)
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don’t do it because it might change you; you do it
because it’s right. If you live by that, not by
premeditation but by practice, by behavior, by a
personnel standard as a philosophy that you live
by. Whatever karma, dharma, God, or whatever
you believe in, other people will reward you. Did
you ever wonder why good things happen to
certain people? It is not an accident; everything
you do is being watched and witnessed by other
people. Your actions, your attitude, your
presence, the way you walk into a room, the way
you interact with others, whether you help them
or disregard, whether you give or whether you
take, people notice and opportunities will be
presented to you or taken from you.

you have a certain road rage?
I certainly am guilty of all of these but as we grow
and meet we can be a support and be a reminder
to each other when we need it. Do not hesitate to
correct yourself when your own actions are not
you want others to see. Remember you are always
being watched by your Brothers and the public.
What you do can reflect on your Lodge, our
Fraternity and especially on you.

As Shakespeare wrote, “All the world’s a stage”
and based on how you play it, the world around
you will reward or punish you for how you appear
on stage.
So, do the right thing, be your best self, always,
everywhere, because you are being watched and
based on what people see they will react and act
accordingly.
As a Mason we hold ourselves to a higher
standard of moral life and actions but do we
always show that to the world around us. Do you
assist the new candidate in your Lodge with
Masonic teachings and friendship or the older
member with any needs he has? Do you contact
the widows of your Lodge to see if they need
anything done around their home? I know a lot of
us don’t do that but why not?

Hesperia Membership

Are your actions in Lodge to your fellow members
the way you want them to treat you? Are your
actions and attitudes outside of Lodge toward
others making you proud of yourself? When you
drive are your courteous to other drivers or do
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learned everything in the craft is used for a reason
and there are no coincidences. Filip looks forward
to assisting new candidates progress through the
rituals, as well as learning their unique
perspectives of the craft.

Bro. Filip Peterson, Junior Steward
By Bro. Aaron Anderson
Brother Filip Peterson was raised to
the sublime degree of Master Mason
on Sept. 19th, 2020. His interest in
joining the fraternity comes from
wanting to be around good people
with a sense of purpose and
direction, and to have a place he
Filip Petersen
could spend time with others who he
could learn from. Having been raised for only several
months, Filip has eagerly taken on the role of Junior
Stewart at Hesperia. He looks forward to exploring
future membership in appendant bodies, particularly
with the York Rite.
With a passion for music, Filip is currently studying
Audio Engineering at Columbia College, with a goal to
have a career as an audio engineer in a recording
studio. Through his studies, Filip has developed a
good sense of patience, and a keen ear for production
quality. Filip’s skills with audio extend from a strong
knowledge of the audio software Pro-Tools, to his
firsthand experience with setting up sound systems
for live events. He has had the chance to apply his
skills on a movie set last summer, and is scheduled to
lend his expertise to a short film in December.
When not at work or school, Filip enjoys
reading, exercising, listening to music, and recording
music of his own. A good listener and detail oriented,
Filip is excited to meet new members and assist in
lodge events. He has lent his support to Hesperia’s
monthly newsletter, and is always willing to learn new
things.
What Filip enjoys the most about being a Freemason
is the chance to be part of a community where all
members are focused on self-improvement. He also
has a strong appreciation for ritual work, as he’s
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Reflections on 2020

success factors for Freemasonry’s longevity is the
ability to retain what is timeless about our unique
fraternal and learning experience while
successfully
adapting
to
the
changing
communication and technological advancements
across the decades and centuries. We are proving
this statement true, and our love, care,
compassion and ability to work harmoniously
together to support our Brethren and their
families is a point of personal pride. That is a key
memory for 2020.

RW Bro. Wayne Spooner, Hesperia No 411
The year 2020 has challenged many people on
several fronts and sparked numerous changes to
our daily habits and operating routines. A theme
centered around flexibility and adaptation ruled
the landscape of how we lived and made progress
throughout the year. Back in March, while
“uncertainty” dominated the daily dialogue of
personal and media discussions, a valuable point
came to mind that I captured in this quote, “Your
mindset is the most valuable asset that you own
— Appreciate it!”
Successfully leading and
managing ourselves and others through times of
significant personal and professional uncertainty
requires focus, clarity and a discipline to minimize
distractions. My “keep things simple life” got
even more so, and that approach made it easier
to take stock of the positive aspects of my life that
inspire genuine gratitude and appreciation.

Covid 19 and Hesperia 411
W Bro. Robert Harvey, Hesperia No. 411
In this challenging year lodges have had to shift
and re-focus their presence in member’s lives.
Some had purely social hours and others had stated meetings while still others took a break. At
Hesperia we started with Zoom meetings. The first
couple were purely social. Our WM quickly assessed a need to cause an agenda to be developed
for these meetings. It was quickly realized that
newer members would see no need to attend as
they are not as well acquainted with the regular
brethren and online is not the best format for
that.

A key question that proved beneficial this year
was “how can I better align my ‘capacity to
produce positive results’ with specific priorities
that can continue to advance progress towards
longer-term goals?” The answer to that question
helped to target the actions taken across the
professional, personal and civic parts of my
life. No surprise, Freemasonry is a major part of
the civic activities in my life. I’m absolutely proud
of the leadership and adaptability demonstrated
by our fraternity at the state and local levels. Like
I remind some Brethren, for most of our Lodges in
IL, this is not the first pandemic that we are living
through. Think for a moment, our Brethren living
in the early 1900s were able to successfully
navigate that time period without the benefit of
video conferencing tools like Zoom, computers
tied to the Internet, smartphones, Netflix, an
ability to work from home, etc. One of the key

As a result our dais officers decided this would be
a perfect time to have educational presentations.
The officers identified a number of speakers on
various topics masonically related and we were off
and running. The structure of the meetings were
such that we could have guests. The meeting format was not ritual but felt like it. We had the
pledge of allegiance and a prayer of the Chaplain’s
choice followed by an opening charge used in other jurisdictions, had a quick social moment and
launched into the speaker followed by q and a.We
had attendance upward to 30 people with the
(Continued on page 5)
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greater good, even in spite of an ongoing
pandemic, and hone my identity.

(Continued from page 4)

ability of brethren from out of town to attend

I was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason in late April 2019, about eleven months
before social distancing became necessary. I had
been coming around Oriental Lodge since April
2016, and by the time COVID-19 had hit, I had
already made deep friendships with many of the
men of my lodge as well as Brethren from other
lodges. This certainly includes Hesperia Lodge No.
411, where two days after being raised myself, I
served as Marshal during the Sublime Degree of
Bro. Nishar Cheeks and other Fellows of the Craft.
Becoming a Master Mason merely expanded my
horizons and gave me more Brothers to learn
from. This became especially true during
distancing, with a lot of Masonic and other
reading recommended by Past Masters and
Brethren who like me seek after truth.

This kept our membership engaged and was very
well received by brethren of our lodge and
attendees from other lodges. We even had the
honor of the MWGM Stephen F Oakley attending.
As we know, Masonry has always had to be nimble to survive these many years and Covid 19 was
a good test and testament to a lodge’s being
equipped with the foresight to offer something of
value to the brethren.
This is a unique opportunity to take advantage of
the many things tech has to offer in these trying
times and hopefully lodges will be able to make
use of these lessons in the upcoming times when
we are able to meet in person.

My Freemasonry in 2020

My Masonic involvement had many other
impetuses, stemming from my many interests and
my eclectic nature, and I think it had — and has —
a lot to do with my looking for poetic inspiration. I
have found that inspiration not only from the
ritual but very much from my relationships with
other Brothers of the Craft. As one might imagine,
the past year was full of moments of doubt and
depression. Thanks to technology, I was able to
not only keep in touch with Brethren, but actually
see them through video chats on Zoom and social
media. And when I needed them just as when
they needed me, we were able to be there for one
another.

Bro Rudy Altergott, Oriental No. 33
Freemasonry saw me through 2020. There were
other supports, too, especially my family and
including Zoom generally, like Sherlockian and
other literary society meetings, the Chicago
Council on Global Affairs events, virtual Wabash
College alumni gatherings, etc. But Freemasonry
in this annus horribilis has done what I always
hoped it would do.
In recounting his travels throughout the United
States, Alexis de Tocqueville talked about the
seemingly ever-present “spirit of association” he
witnessed. That spirit of association has always
been part of my life. Involvement in Oriental
Lodge No. 33 and Chicagoland Masonic bodies has
provided me with an important community which
I could not only rely on and confide in and benefit
from (not to mention share laughs with!), but
more importantly, where I could be a part of a

In the Bible, Proverbs 27:17 says, “Iron sharpeneth
iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his
friend.” How very true this is, indeed. My 2020
experience only goes to show that! As I look back
on this fleeting year, I am grateful for my Masonic
involvement. It was what got me through.
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Annus Horribilis

personal improvement.

So, my brothers, I look forward to 2021 with
optimism and faith our forward momentum will
continue. Here’s to an annus mirabilis, an
amazing year!

Bro. Chip Smith, Hesperia No. 411
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain
called 1992 an annus horribilis, a Latin phrase
meaning horrible year. While 1992 was certainly
full of unfortunate events in the life of the
monarch, 2020 has been an annus horribilis for
the world, still in the grips of a worldwide
pandemic.
The economic and societal impact of the events of
2020 will be analyzed in the future. Much of the
impact can only be measured retrospectively.
However, the human cost is measured in realtime, each and every day, with the ever-growing
number infections and, unfortunately, deaths.
What may never be fully measured is how 2020
has affected the way we see and treat each other
has been changed?
We as Masons have taken upon ourselves
obligations that bind us one to another and we
pledge to provide each other aid and assistance
whenever possible. Society at large though, does
not take this solemn oath and relies on shared
mores, which seem to be less and less absolute.
2020 has taught me to recall the teachings of our
obligations and the promises contained therein
and strive to inculcate those Masonic values in my
daily life and to govern my exchanges with all—
not just my brothers.
Finally, despite all that has gone wrong in 2020,
we have seen an incredible level of interest in our
Masonic fraternity. Our Lodge has been fortunate
to have several men of quality inquire about
becoming members and have taken their first
tentative steps towards our alter. Personally,
these men have affirmed the true appeal of our
fraternity and how it remains a beacon for those
who are drawn to the pursuit of knowledge and
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Richard D. Johnson School
Zoom Meeting

Richard D. Johnson School for Masonic Instruction
will meet virtually on Monday, January 11th and
Monday, January 25th. Those interested in
participating will be able to find meeting
information and agendas on OLP.

Thursday, January 14th
7 PM until 8:30 PM
Meeting Details on OLP

Please note that the schools will continue virtually until we
are allowed to return to meeting in person.

Zoom Meeting
Thursday, January 28th
7 PM until 8:30 PM
Meeting Details on OLP

Masonic Education &

Third Degree Proficiency

Jesus Gonzalez

Enlightenment

Bro Jesus Gonzalez successfully
demonstrated his Third Degree
long form proficiency at the
Stated Meeting on November
12th, with his examination
conducted by RW Bro Wayne
Spooner, PM, CLI.

This month’s recommended Short Talk
Bulletin Podcast is titled “Free Will And
Accord” Vol 26 Number 1, and is 11 minutes in
length.
Click Here for Link

Congratulations Bro Jesus on an
outstanding job!
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Happy Birthday Brothers!!
Bro. John A. Swanson
W. David A. Laughland
Bro. Natan A. Mendes
W. Ralph Anderson
Bro. Joseph J. Cervantes
Bro. Joseph Giesting
Bro. Rares A. Gherghiceanu
Bro. Moises Perez
Bro. Raymond T. Burkhardt
Bro. Edward Mc Clelland
W. James H. Campbell
W. Ray T. Masterson
Bro. Peter Stachura
W. James M. Rollins
Bro. Paulo F. Mendes
Bro. Alexander Weaver
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01/01
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01/03
01/05
01/05
01/06
01/07
01/12
01/13
01/14
01/15
01/15
01/16
01/20
01/25
01/27

Masonic Anniversaries
January 2021

W. James D. Scolli Jr

January 22

73

Bro. Richard D. Rhodes

January 28

61

W. Lloyd Wilson

January 21

56

W. Carl H. Anderson

January 22

51

Bro. Eric R. Anderson

January 22

51

Bro. James D. Hufton

January 14

28

W. Adam A. Miranda

January 17
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