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WILLIAM A. BUSSIERE PM, CLI, Worshipful Master ROBERT HARVEY PM, Secretary 

MAY 2021 

Memorial Day commemorates the men and women who died while in the 

military service of the United States, particularly those who died in battle or as a 

result of wounds sustained in battle.  The purpose of Memorial Day is to 

memorialize the veterans who made the supreme sacrifice for their country.  We 

recall those who lost their lives, reflect on their service and acknowledge their 

sacrifice allows for us to have the freedoms we enjoy today. 

Let us all live our lives to be worthy of their sacrifices. 
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Like March, April was a busy month for Hesperia.  

At the first and second Stated Meetings, we 

initiated a total of six new entered apprentices, 

with our Worshipful Master Bill Bussiere presiding 

and obligating during both degrees.     

These new brothers began their journey in 

Masonry prior to us shutting down for COVID, and 

through Zoom and small group gatherings 

throughout, persevered in their pursuit of 

membership in our Fraternity.   

Bro Andrew Thorrens, Bro Cesar Borrero and Bro 

Patrick Henderson were initiated at the April 8th 

meeting and Bro Nate Riley, Bro Kevin Eisler and 

Bro Josh Villanueva were initiated on April 22nd.  

Thank you to everyone who assisted in putting on 

the degrees and also to those brethren who came 

to support these fine men by witnessing their 

initiations. 

 

Bro Thorrens, Bro Borrero, WM Bussiere and Bro Henderson (L to 

R) 

Bro Riley, WM Bussiere, Bro Eisler and Bro  Villanueva (L to R) 

Six New Entered Apprentices Initiated 
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Why Do Freemasons Wear a Masonic 

Apron? 

The lambskin Master Mason apron derives from the 

working apron of the ancient stone masons. 

It is an Emblem of innocence and the badge of a 

Freemason. 

Thus, the apron is proudly compared with the noblest 

decorations of ancient Rome and of both ancient and 

modern Europe.  

Masonic Aprons - Master Mason Blue Lodge White & Blue Duck Cloth Apron - Stencil Compass, Square & All 

Seeing Eye. 

The Order of the Golden Fleece was of high repute as an Order of Knighthood.  It was established in Flanders, 

France in 1429 by the Duke of Burgundy, a member of the then royal family, who selected the fleece for its 

badge because wool was the staple production of the country.  Since that time, it has been considered as one 

of the most illustrious Orders of Europe. 

The Roman Eagle was to Romans the ensign of imperial power.  Made of silver or bronze, the Roman Eagle 

was placed atop the pole of the military standards (flags).  (circa 104 B.C.)  

The Order of the Garter, was and is, still considered the highest decoration that can be bestowed upon a 

subject by a sovereign of Great Britain.  It is an order of chivalry or knighthood originating in medieval 

England.  It is the pinnacle of honor in the United Kingdom to have the Order of the Garter bestowed upon 

you.  

(From Mackey's Revised Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, 1929, Volume I, The New Kentucky Monitor, arranged by Brother Henry 

Pirtle, 1918, for the Grand Lodge of that State) 

The Master Mason Apron 

"....Lambskin or white leathern apron.  It is an emblem of innocence and the badge of a Mason: more ancient 

than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle, and when worthily worn, more honorable than the Star and Garter, 

or any other Order that can be conferred upon you at this or any future period by king, prince, potentate, or 

any other person, except he be a Mason and within the Body of a just and legally constituted Lodge of such." 

"It may be that, in the years to come, upon your head shall rest the laurel wreaths of victory; pendant from 

your breast may hang jewels fit to grace the diadem of an eastern potentate; yea, more than these:  

...for with the coming light your ambitious feet may tread round after round the ladder that leads to fame in 

our mystic circle, and even the purple of our Fraternity may rest upon your honored shoulders; 

...but never again by mortal hands, never again until your enfranchised spirit shall have passed upward and 

inward through the gates of pearl, shall any honor so distinguished, so emblematic of purity and all 

perfection, be bestowed upon you as this, which I now confer.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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It is yours; yours to wear through an honorable life, and at your death to be placed upon the coffin which 

contains your earthly remains, and with them laid beneath the silent clods of the valley." 

"Let its pure and spotless surface be to you an ever-present reminder of purity of life, of rectitude of conduct, 

a never-ending argument for higher thoughts, for nobler deeds, for greater achievements; and when at last 

your weary fee shall have reached the end of their toilsome journey, 

...and from your nerveless grasp forever drop the working tools of a busy life, may the record of your life and 

conduct be as pure and spotless as this fair emblem which I place within your hands tonight; 

...and when your trembling soul shall stand naked and alone before the great white throne, there to receive 

judgment for the deeds done while here in the body, may it be your portion to hear from Him who sitteth as 

Judge Supreme these welcome words: 

 'Well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.'" 

"I charge you-take it, wear it with pleasure to yourself and honor to the Fraternity." 

(From Mackey's Revised Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, 1929, Volume I) 

Innocence of Conduct and Purity of Heart  

The Master Mason apron teaches the aspiring Mason that none are admitted to that honor but such as were 

cleansed of all impurities of both body and mind.  

Purity of life and rectitude of conduct is essential and necessary to gain admittance into that Celestial Lodge 

on High where the Supreme Architect of the Universe forever presides. 

In primitive times, it was an ecclesiastical (religious) decoration more than a civil decoration. 

The earliest mention of the apron was when Melchizedek, with Abraham, started the priesthood. (circa 2100 

B.C.)   Melchizedek was the Most High Priest and the first to wear the apron as the badge of religious 

authority.  The apron is a high honor and is the symbol of a holy man. 

(From Signs and Symbols of Freemasonry, Dr. Oliver, Lexture X, Page 196) 

Ancient Badge of Distinction 

The apron appears to have been, in ancient times, an honorary badge of distinction.  None but the superior 

orders of the priesthood were permitted to adorn themselves with ornamented girdles made of blue, purple 

and crimson, decorated with gold upon a background of fine white linen.  

Historic Ceremonies of Investiture have been common to all nations of the Earth from the earliest periods. 

The Indian, the Persian, the Jewish, the Ethiopian and the Egyptian aprons, though equally superb, all bore a 

character distinct from each other.  Some were plain white.  

Others were striped with blue, purple and crimson.  Some were of wrought gold...others were adorned and 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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decorated with superb tassels and fringes.  

Israelites:  Historically, among the Israelites, the girdle formed a part of the investiture of the priesthood. 

Persia:  The candidate was invested with a white apron. 

Hindustan: A sash was used called the sacred zennar, which was substituted for the apron.  

Essenes:  The Jewish sect of the Essenes clothed their novices with a white robe. 

Japanese:  The Japanese practice certain rites of initiation, invest their candidates with a white apron, bound 

round the loins with a zone or girdle. 

Scandinavia:  The military genius of the people caused them to substitute a white shield, but its presentation 

was accompanied by an emblematic instruction not unlike that which is connected with the Freemason's 

apron. 

Roman Priests:  Roman priests wore white garments when they sacrificed.  

Druids:  The Druids changed the color of the garment presented to their initiates with each degree; white, 

however was the color appropriated to the last, or degree of perfection.  It was, according to their ritual, 

intended to teach the aspirant that none were admitted to that honor but such as were cleansed from all 

impurities both of body and mind. 

Formation of the Grand Lodge of England 

At the time of the formation of the Grand Lodge of England, the Master Mason apron was white - no 

ornaments at first, and full size, similar in every respect to that of the Operative Mason's apron.  

Color of a Master Mason Apron: 

Due to the preservation of its symbolic character - its color and its material:  

The color of a Master Mason apron should be pure unspotted white, which is esteemed as an emblem of 

innocence and purity. 

Material of a Master Mason Apron:  

A Master Mason apron must be made of lambskin.  No other substance, such as linen, silk or satin, could be 

substituted without entirely destroying the emblematic character of the apron, for the material of the 

Master Mason's apron constitutes one of the most important symbols of his profession 

....The lamb having always been considered as an appropriate emblem of innocence. 

Drill Apron:  Your drill apron is symbolic of your lambskin Master Mason apron. 

Why, then, do Freemasons wear their lambskin Master Mason apron with such pride? 

Honor:  The reason the Master Mason apron is more honorable than the Star and Garter is that all it teaches 

is exemplified by its wearer.  

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Masonic Education & 

Enlightenment 

This month’s recommended Short Talk 

Bulletin Podcast is titled “Point Within a 

Circle”  Volume 9 Number 8 (1931 - 18 

minutes ) in length. 

 Click Here for Link 

Hesperia Membership 

Entered Apprentices 9 

Fellow Crafts 2 

Master Masons 151 

Dinner / First Degree 

Thursday, May 13th 

6:30 PM / Gavel 7:30 PM 

RSVP Required on OLP 

Dinner / Second Degree 

Thursday, May 27th 

6:30 PM / Gavel 7:30 PM 

RSVP Required on OLP 

Richard D. Johnson School 

Richard D. Johnson School for Masonic Instruction 

meets on the second and fourth Monday of each 

month, except when it conflicts with holidays, at 

Jefferson Masonic Temple at 7:00 PM.  Those 

interested in participating will be able to find 

meeting information and agendas on OLP.   

Spiritual Knighthood:  The Master Mason apron is 

a reminder to the Master Mason to do no moral 

evil to any person.  It speaks to the charitable 

forgiveness of his brethren when they purposely 

or non-purposely do him evil.  

(Continued from page 5) 

https://shorttalkbulletin.com/point-within-a-circle-v9n8/
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Hesperia Scholarship Program 

Hesperia Lodge is working on the development of 

a college scholarship program, to work in tandem 

with the IMCAP Education Grant Partnership.  The 

program provides matching funds from the Grand 

Lodge to lodges who provide scholarships.  

Hesperia will make up to 6 awards made annually 

for qualified participants wishing to attend an 

accredited college/university or trade school.  

Applicants will have to complete an application 

and write an essay in order to be considered. 

Are you looking for a way to become involved in 

an important Lodge activity and program that 

would make an impact on the life of a young 

person?  Please let one of the senior lodge officers 

know of your interest so we can discuss the 

program in greater detail. 

Our goal is to make these awards in June of each 

year. 
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May Masonic Anniversaries 

Yrs

W. David A. Laughland May 26 55

Bro. James R. Bradley May 18 54

Bro. Richard H. Quast May 18 54

W. James H. Campbell May 24 42

Bro. Masanobu Hoshikawa May 02 41

W. David R. Grooms May 29 35

Bro. Christopher G. Schreiner May 24 33

W. John E. Sarabia May 25 21

Bro. Leszek Kordylewski May 14 12

Bro. Paulo F. Mendes May 14 12

W. George Q. Lurry May 13 11

Bro. Christopher C. Perry May 13 11

Bro. Theodore J. Rak May 13 11

Bro. Sebastian K. Kupis May 12 10

Bro. Bartlomiej Kurela May 12 10

Bro. James Sawyers May 24 9

Bro. Jacob D. Shavlik May 28 6

Bro. Joseph M. Holas May 26 5

Bro. Alberto A. Ulage May 26 5

Bro. Nishar Cheeks May 23 2

Bro. Daniel H. Fitzpatrick May 23 2

Bro. Edward Mc Clelland May 23 2
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Bro. Lemzar Manginsay May 02

Bro. Christopher G. Schreiner May 03

Bro. Roberto Segura May 05

Bro. Michael Schmalz Jr May 07

Bro. Joaquin Torres III May 09

Bro. Frederick L. Bloss May 15

Bro. James R. Acott May 16

Bro. Richard H. Quast May 17

W. Robert J. Harney May 18

Bro. Ruben J. Lepe May 21

Bro. Brandon L. Andersen May 22

Bro. Eric R. Anderson May 26

Bro. Thomas S. Wood May 26

Bro. Howard A. Zusel May 26

Bro. Bryan P. Fleming May 29

Bro. Joseph M. Holas May 30

Bro. Patrick L. Pierson May 31

Happy Birthday Brothers! 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 


