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WILLIAM A. BUSSIERE PM, CLI, Worshipful Master ROBERT HARVEY PM, Secretary 

AUGUST 2021 

It being well past the three-quarter mark of my term as Master of Hesperia Lodge, I thought it was high time that I 

cobble together some meaningful prose for what has turned into one of the best Masonic newsletters in the state. 

In some ways, I’m glad I waited until this late hour because it afforded me the opportunity to be inspired by and fasten 

onto the comments our Most Worship Grand Master included in his article for our June edition. And there is a certain 

underlying appropriateness to all this. As Most Worshipful Brother Stephen F. Oakley prepares to pass the torch to his 

successor at our upcoming Grand Lodge Communication, I will be doing likewise later in that same month of October 

within Hesperia Lodge. 

In his article, our Grand Master pointed to the importance of the “Little Things”. Just to keep things consistent, I will 

for the rest of this article capitalize the first letter of each of those words and dispense with the quotation marks.  

Thus, the first thing to mention is and while the Little Things don’t diminish the importance of grasping the big picture, 

nor does the big picture diminish the importance of the smaller details. Our Grand Master pointed to those small 

interchanges that become seeds for large and positive things later. He pointed to the way we conduct ourselves in 

public, keeping ourselves circumscribed within the various precepts we learn in Freemasonry. If we are generous and 

complimentary to our brethren, we often see our conduct trigger a series of occurrences that eventually lead to 

something great later. MW Bro. Oakley pointed to some great examples. Please reread his article if his observations 

didn’t find a good parking space within your mind.  

In my case, I could say, “Same store – different department”. My focus has been on how paying attention to the Little 

Things can truly improve our Masonic Work, even help us create better slates for our degrees, smoother planning for 

our events, the list goes on.  

I’ve even observed how this approach works for those outside our Fraternity. Many years ago, I had the pleasure of 

working with the late Ed Farmer, once a baseball all-star pitcher and for many years a color and play-by-play 
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announcer for the Chicago White Sox. We didn’t see each other often because he was 95% of the time working at the 

broadcast booth, and I at the radio studio. But I still recall Ed’s uncanny ability to always point to the Little Things. It 

could be that small, unnoticeable play at the beginning of an inning that minimized damage by the opponents’ bats. 

Such a small thing could later be the big difference between victory and defeat.  

I never had the chance to talk to Ed about Masonry, or why, as much as he was into detail, he was never drawn to it. 

But since those encounters with him, I began to see analogies between members of a team paying attention to details 

in their work and how in so many ways do the same in ours. Its not really a stretch as you might think at first. And it’s 

not just visible in baseball, because of that’s not your game, pay heed to how this mindset applies to the touchdown, 

the tackle, goal, basket, etc. The Little Things can mean a lot. Even well outside the realm of spots, their value can be 

seen in everything from building construction to neurosurgery!  

One of the greatest values of our Fraternity, if we allow our Masonic teachings to properly affect us, is the details of life 

we once barely, if at all noticed became clear. It’s part of our movement from darkness to light. Our newfound 

awareness of the Little Things is part of our Masonic journey, and its usefulness goes beyond the perimeters of the 

lodge room and our interchanges within Masonic circles.  

Our Grand Master’s prose has helped me to further my understanding of the Little Things concept, and I hope it did 

likewise for you. I further hope that my addendum, if we can call it that, has also expanded this horizon.  

Having presided in the East several times in my many years in Masonry, I’ve found that the ascent via all the chairs in 

lodge, while a wonderful journey, is not the greatest fulfillment; nor is the privilege of sitting in the East to rule and 

govern. No, the real joy is exiting this high office knowing full well that your successor and his corps of officers get it 

when it comes to the Little Things. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Friend’s Night Huge Success 

Hesperia Lodge hosted it’s Annual Friend’s Night, 

Thursday, July 22nd, with over 80 people in 

attendance.  Bro. Aaron Anderson, Senior Steward 

served as Master of Ceremonies, with presentations by 

RW Bro Bill Bussiere, RW Bro Wayne Spooner 

and the Flower Talk presented by Ryan Brown, Deputy 

State Master Councilor of Illinois DeMolay.  We were 

also fortunate to have Miss Nina Hernandez, Grand 

Worthy Associate Advisor and Miss Hannah 

Hernandez, Grand Hope of Illinois Rainbow as guests, 

as well.  Finally, our District Deputy Grand Master, R

W Bro  Elliott Velez was among our guests. 
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RW  Bro. Rick Taman, PM 

1951 — 2021 

Bro. Taman was born on December 2nd, 1951 

and Raised to the Sublime Degree of Master 

Mason on July 22nd, 1999. 

Bro. Taman passed away on July 30th, 2021. 

He was a proud member of the fraternity for 

22 years.  Bro. Taman was a member of 

Hesperia Lodge No. 411, Evans Lodge No. 

524, Green Dragon Lodge No. 821, Loyal 

Lodge No. 1007, Glenview United Lodge No. 

1058, Morton Grove Lodge No. 1146, Oriental 

Lodge No. 33 and King Oscar Lodge No. 855.  

Bro. Taman was also a member of the Valley 

of Chicago, AASR, Medinah Shrine, AAONMS, 

and El Jaala Grotto, where he served as 

Monarch.  Bro. Taman was a Certified Lodge 

Instructor and a founding member of the 

Richard D. Johnson School for Masonic 

Instruction. 

Bro. Taman served as Worshipful Master at 

both Glenview United Lodge No. 1058 and 

Hesperia Lodge No. 411.  In 2005, Bro. Taman 

was appointed the Grand Representative to 

the Congo by the Grand Lodge of Illinois, and 

he also served on the Membership 

committee for the Grand Lodge. 

He gave up his working tools after an earthly 

pilgrimage of 69 years, 7 months and 29 days.  

He now resides with the Grand Architect of 

the Universe in the paradise of everlasting 

refreshment. 

Thus ends the Masonic record of a just and 

upright Mason. 



4 

 

The Holy Saints John 

By W Bro David Ritchie for the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin Education Committee 

Grand Lodge Free and Accepted Masons of Wisconsin 

 

Lodges were anciently dedicated to King Solomon, who was said to have been our first Most Excellent Grand 

Master. But Masons in modern times dedicate theirs to St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, who 

were said to be two eminent Christian patrons of Masonry; and since their time, there is, or ought to be, 

represented in every regular and well-governed lodge a certain Point within a Circle. The Point representing 

an individual brother, the Circle the boundary line of his duty, beyond which he is never to suffer his passions 

or prejudices to betray him. This Circle is embordered by two perpendicular parallel lines, representing St. 

John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist; upon the top rest the Holy Scriptures. In passing around this 

circle, we necessarily touch upon both lines, as well as upon the Holy Scriptures, and while a Mason keeps 

himself thus circumscribed, it is impossible that he should materially err. 

The patron saint of operative stone masonry is Reinhold, and the patron saint of carpentry and building is 

Peter. 

In ancient times building were consecrated to God and dedicated to an idea(s), a virtue(s), or a person(s) who 

embodied that idea or virtue. If a building had a sacred purpose then it was consecrated to God and 

dedicated as stated before. If a building were not for sacred use then it was usually just dedicated. Masonic 

temples are seen as sacred places amongst the craft so are both dedicated and consecrated. A temple is the 

dwelling place of a deity. A shrine or church is a building or place set aside for the worship of deity. In Greek 

and Roman culture a temple was where the physical presence of a god could be found and a shrine was set 

up for those who could not literally pilgrimage to the temple of that deity. While the Jews recognized the 

universal nature of God, (He is everywhere) the Temple was the dwelling place for the Holy Name of God.  

Solomon's Temple was consecrated by God himself when a cloud entered and engulfed the temple in both 

cloud and lightning. Solomon then dedicated the courtyard before the temple and the temple itself with 

prayer, oil, cleansing, horns of brass, and the sacrifice of 22,000 bulls and 120,000 sheep. 

Enough background. Why the Holy Sts. John? Why John the Baptist and John the Evangelist? 

Simple answer because of the values they upheld and personified. John the Baptist was an extremely moral 

and righteous man. His zealotry for morality was what made him famous in his own time. `The Jewish people 

and other cultures of the time had ceremonies of ritual washing so his baptizing was not what made him well 

known. Here was a man who held himself to the highest standards, standards he was unwilling to 

compromise. John the Baptist spoke out in public against any lack of morals in society and even condemned 

the king publicly for his lack of morals. Later he would condemn both the king and queen to their face for 

their lack of morality. 

For calling out the king and queen John was imprisoned. He was given the chance to recant his accusations, 

(Continued on page 5) 



5 

 

Masonic Education & 

Enlightenment 

This month’s recommended Short Talk 

Bulletin Podcast is titled “The Holy Saints 

John”  Volume 53 Number 12 (25 minutes) in 

length. 

 Click Here for Link 

5th NE District  

School of Instruction 

5th NE District School for Masonic Instruction 

meets on the second and fourth Monday of each 

month, except when it conflicts with holidays and 

only on the first Monday in November and 

December, at Jefferson Masonic Temple at 7:00 

PM.  Those interested in participating will be able 

to find meeting information and agendas on OLP.   

knowing that his death would be certain he 

refused. John the Baptist preferred death than 

compromising his morality, his virtues, not unlike 

a certain widow's son. 

John the Evangelist dedicated his life to charity 

and brotherly love. He spoke and wrote about 

caring for the widow and orphan, brotherly love, 

and charity. The traditions surrounding John the 

Evangelist are all ones of giving to the less 

fortunate and forgiving and upholding others. 

Therefore, our lodges are dedicated to virtue and 

brotherly love/charity. Masonically these men 

represent two extremes of our nature. John the 

Baptist our desire for a correct moral and upright 

walk. (The common gavel, square, and plumb.) 

John the Evangelist our desire for brotherly love 

and to be of service to our fellows. (The twenty-

four inch gauge and the trowel.) Both men zealots 

for their passions. 

In our lectures we talk about a point, within a 

circle, bounded by two parallel lines representing 

these two men. This lecture uses these two men 

because of their passions. As Masons we should 

touch upon morality, and we should touch upon 

charity. Both of these it is easy to become 

overzealous about. The circle represents the due 

bounds in which we should attempt to live. 

Warning us to emulate the virtues of both, but to 

guard against the zealous nature of them both. 

The Holy Writings serving as a guide for employing 

both in due measure.  

(Continued from page 4) 

https://shorttalkbulletin.com/the-holy-saints-john-v53n12-4/
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Hesperia Membership 

Entered Apprentices 8 

Fellow Crafts 8 

Master Masons 141 

Dinner / Stated Communication 

Thursday, August 12th 

6:30 PM / Gavel 7:30 PM 

RSVP Required on OLP 

Dinner / 1st Degree 

Thursday, August 26th 

6:30 PM 

RSVP Required on OLP 
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July Masonic Anniversaries 

 RAISE DATE YEARS 

PAUL B. CAMPBELL Aug 08 36 

RONALD J. EHEMANN Aug 11 33 

THOMAS S. WOOD Aug 15 27 

ROBERT W. HARVEY Aug 10 26 

DAVID J. STEVENS Aug 28 24 

FRANCESCO BRUNO Aug 13 23 

PAUL T. KOMISARUK Aug 10 21 

TONY BRAVO Aug 23 3 

EDWARD GABRIEL Aug 23 3 

ROBERTO SEGURA Aug 23 3 

AARON ANDERSON Aug 29 1 

ALEXANDER DRUMMOND Aug 29 1 

RUBEN J. LEPE Aug 29 1 
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Happy Birthday Brothers 

  BIRTH DATE AGE 

WAYNE SPOONER MASTER MASON Aug 05 51 

LESZEK KORDYLEWSKI MASTER MASON Aug 06 74 

JAMES W. VOSS MASTER MASON Aug 08 80 

JAMES P. SMITH MASTER MASON Aug 10 57 

MILAN VYDARENY MASTER MASON Aug 18 78 

SEBASTIAN K. KUPIS MASTER MASON Aug 25 43 

JEROME E. MARTIN III MASTER MASON Aug 25 33 

JAMES M. BRASHER MASTER MASON Aug 26 73 

MICHAEL SCHMALZ MASTER MASON Aug 27 59 

JAMAAL C. WILLIS MASTER MASON Aug 31 39 


