SEPTEMBER 2021
WILLIAM A. BUSSIERE PM, CLI, Worshipful Master

ROBERT HARVEY PM, Secretary

ENTERED APPRENTICES INITIATED
Worshipful Master Bill Bussiere obligated two new brothers into the Craft on Thursday, August 26, 2021, at
Jefferson Masonic Temple. We are pleased to welcome Bro Charlie Baker and Bro David Smith to Hesperia
Lodge. These two brothers will complete their work, with 16 others at the Grand Master’s Festivals in
Freeport and Bloomingdale, September 18th and 25th, respectively. Thank you to all of the brethren who did
an outstanding job on their work at this well attended degree. Also, thank you to W Bro Milan Vydareny,
Assistant Grand Historian, for taking the pictures.

Bro Charlie Baker, Worshipful Master, Bro David Smith
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD
As is the custom in Illinois Masonry, there is a biennial change in the leadership of the Grand Lodge. This
year we will see MW Bro. Stephen F. Oakley bring a close to his two years of service as our Grand
Master. With Grand Master Oakley’s retirement, we will welcome a new Grand Master who will be elected
and installed at the Annual Communication.
However, we will also see a change in leadership a little closer to home. RW Bro. Herb Lindberg will be
stepping down as our Area Deputy Grand Master. Bro. Herb was gracious enough to provide us with an
article you will find in this edition our newsletter.

182ND ANNUAL COMMUNICATION OF
THE MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF A. F. & A. M
OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
As required by Grand Lodge Code 100, the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge will be held in
Springfield, Illinois on Friday, October 8th, 2021, and Saturday, October 9th, 2021’ at the Bank of Springfield
Center.
Please see Bro Robert Harvey, Secretary, for additional details regarding registration, meals and
accommodations.
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RW BRO HERB LINDBERG
Area Deputy Grand Master
Northeastern Area Grand Lodge of Illinois A. F. & A. M.
“I fear the day that technology will surpass our human interaction. The world will have a generation of
idiots.”
Those words came from Albert Einstein who is widely acknowledged to be one
of the greatest physicists of all time. It seems to me that we are headed in
that direction.

I have spent a lot of time on social media. Now for those of you who are not
into the Internet, social media refers to the means of interactions among
people in which they create, share, and/or exchange information and ideas in
virtual communities and networks. Facebook is a popular example. That
sounds so good when put into those words. However, like many good
advancements in technology, there is a downside. Even with the easy and
wonderful ability people have to communicate electronically with each other including using virtual tools like
Zoom, we are getting further and further apart.
In our fraternity, instead of getting dressed and taking the ride to your Lodge to socialize with our Brethren
face to face, many of us are wanting to do a Virtual Meeting format that we had to use during the pandemic
lockdown times. I was quarantined before everyone else because I spent a couple of days in the hospital with
a slight case of pneumonia. I was tested on the second day and was not infected, but it wasn't long after
coming home that we were in a lockdown that lasted more than a year.
The one thing that I do know is this sincere fact, “I missed you Brethren.” I missed sitting in a Lodge and
chatting with those Brethren whom for more than 52 years have become my life and family. I missed looking
a Brother in the eyes when I shake his hand and tell him that I am glad to see him. These types of valuable
and cherished social interactions were taken away from me!
To be with friends and Brothers to just talk about everything and nothing over a meal or just a cup of coffee
is something the lockdown took away from all of us. Our Lodge meetings are sanctuaries and welcomed
escapes from the distractions of the outer world. At our Masonic gatherings, the genuine Brotherly Love
experienced is fuel for our souls and its importance is hard to capture fully with words. So, if I am required
to wear a mask or gloves and stand away from those Brethren a few feet that I missed so much to enjoy their
company, then those things I will gladly do. We are back now, and with God's help and those good people
taking care of us, we will be able to overcome this pandemic.
I will be at our Grand Lodge Session this October (aka our Annual Family Reunion) and if you can make it,
then come see me. I will be in the NE Area section, and I will be so glad to shake your hand. — Herb
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HESPERIA LODGE 2021 ANNUAL PICNIC
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CHAPTER 15 THE OFFICERS OF A LODGE
From “The Symbolism of Freemasonry”
Bro Albert G. Mackey
The Three Principal Officers of a lodge are, it is needless to say, situated in
the east, the west, and the south. Now, bearing in mind that the lodge is a
symbol of the world, or the universe, the reference of these three officers
to the sun at its rising, its setting, and its meridian height, must at once
suggest itself.
This is the first development of the symbol, and a very brief inquiry will
furnish ample evidence of its antiquity and its universality.
In the Brahminical initiations of Hindostan, which are among the earliest
that have been transmitted to us, and may almost be considered as the
cradle of all the others of subsequent ages and various countries, the
ceremonies were performed in vast caverns, the remains of some of which,
at Salsette, Elephanta, and a few other places, will give the spectator but a
very inadequate idea of the extent and splendor of these ancient Indian lodges. More imperfect remains than
these are still to be found in great numbers throughout Hindostan and Cashmere. Their form was sometimes
that of a cross, emblematic of the four elements of which the earth is composed,–fire, water, air, and earth,–
but more generally an oval, as a representation of the mundane egg, which, in the ancient systems, was a
symbol of the world.
The interior of the cavern of initiation was lighted by innumerable lamps, and there sat in the east, the west,
and the south the principal Hierophants, or explainers of the Mysteries, as the representatives of Brahma,
Vishnu, and Siva. Now, Brahma was the supreme deity of the Hindoos, borrowed or derived from the Sun-god
of their Sabean ancestors, and Vishnu and Siva were but manifestations of his attributes. We learn from the
Indian Pantheon that “when the sun rises in the east, he is Brahma; when he gains his meridian in the south,
he is Siva; and when he sets in the west, he is Vishnu.”
Again, in the Zoroasteric mysteries of Persia, the temple of initiation was circular, being made so to represent
the universe; and the sun in the east, with the surrounding zodiac, formed an indispensable part of the
ceremony of reception.
In the Egyptian mysteries of Osiris, the same reference to the sun is contained, and Herodotus, who was
himself an initiate, intimates that the ceremonies consisted in the representation of a Sun-god, who had been
incarnate, that is, had appeared upon earth, or rose, and who was at length put to death by Typhon, the
symbol of darkness, typical of the sun’s setting.
In the great mysteries of Eleusis, which were celebrated at Athens, we learn from St. Chrysostom, as well as
other authorities, that the temple of initiation was symbolic of the universe, and we know that one of the
officers represented the sun.
(Continued on page 6)
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Brother Illuminated

(Continued from page 5)

Bro Damon Laws

In the Celtic mysteries of the Druids, the temple of
initiation was either oval, to represent the
mundane egg–a symbol, as has already been said,
of the world; or circular, because the circle was a
symbol of the universe; or cruciform, in allusion to
the four elements, or constituents of the universe.
In the Island of Lewis, in Scotland, there is one
combining the cruciform and circular form. There
is a circle, consisting of twelve stones, while three
more are placed in the east, and as many in the
west and south, and thirty-eight, in two parallel
lines, in the north, forming an avenue to the
circular temple. In the centre of the circle is the
image of the god. In the initiations into these rites,
the solar deity performed an important part, and
the celebrations commenced at daybreak, when
the sun was hailed on his appearance above the
horizon as “the god of victory, the king who rises
in light and ascends the sky.”

by Bro Aaron Anderson, Senior Steward
Having served in the military, Bro Damon Laws
had a longstanding interest in joining Freemasonry
for its emphasis on structured learning and
development. He began attending Hesperia with
his co-worker Nishar Cheeks, the lodge's current
Junior Deacon, and would be raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason on September 19th,
2020.
For 25 years, Bro Damon has worked at
Misericordia, a non-profit care home for
individuals with developmental disabilities as an
AM Supervisor. More than anything, his
experience at Misericordia has taught him what it
means to have empathy toward his fellow man.
Bro Damon also works as a massage therapist and
personal trainer for adults and children with
special needs. He is also an accomplished writer,
with several books completed.

But I need not multiply these instances of sunworship. Every country and religion of the ancient
world would afford one. Sufficient has been cited
to show the complete coincidence, in reference to
the sun, between the symbolism of Freemasonry
and that of the ancient rites and Mysteries, and to
suggest for them a common origin, the sun being
always in the former system, from the earliest
times of the primitive or patriarchal Masonry,
considered simply as a manifestation of the
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty of the Divine
Architect, visibly represented by the position of
the three principal officers of a lodge, while by the
latter, in their degeneration from, and corruption
of the true Noachic faith, it was adopted as the
special object of adoration.

When not at work or lodge, Bro Damon enjoys
spending time with Alma, his wife of 30 years, as
well as their daughters, Michaela and Natasha,
both of whom do voice acting work along with
singing, acting, and dancing. An avid foodie, Bro
Damon loves discovering new restaurants with his
wife in and around Chicago.
Within Freemasonry, Bro Damon enjoys the
fellowship of his brothers, as well as the chance to
get together to learn and develop himself in a
structured way. He is most proud of raising two
daughters with his wife, serving his country in the
gulf war as a medic, always focusing on selfimprovement and finding new ways to be of help
for others.
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GRAND MASTER’S FESTIVAL
Hesperia Lodge will be Passing and Raising a total
of 18 Brothers during the upcoming Grand
Master’s Festivals on Saturday, September 18th
and Saturday, September 25th. For the 25th
festival at the Scottish Rite Cathedral in
Bloomingdale, we have chartered a bus to provide
transportation to and from the event. Upon our
return, there will be a social opportunity to spend
some time celebrating our newly raised Master
Masons. If you would like to join us on the bus
and for the social, please confirm on OLP, where
you will find the details.

Dinner / Stated Communication
Thursday, September 9th
6:30 PM / Gavel 7:30 PM
RSVP Requested on OLP

Clean the Beach
Saturday, September 18th
Loyola Park Beach (Pratt and the Lake)

10 am to 1 pm

Grand Master’s Festival

Masonic Education &

Saturday, September 25th

Enlightenment

Chicago Scottish Rite

This month’s recommended Short Talk Bulletin
Podcast is titled “Are New Members
Expectations Realized?” 11 mins 40 secs in
length.

Dinner / Annual Communication

Click Here for Link

RSVP Requested on OLP

Thursday, September 23rd
6:30 PM / Gavel 7:30 PM

Hesperia Membership
Entered Apprentices

10

Fellow Crafts

8

Master Masons
7

140

SEPTEMBER MASONIC ANNIVERSARIES

Raise Date Years a MM

BRO. JEREMY C. ANDERSEN

9/8/2011

10

BRO. THOMAS C. MILLER

9/8/2011

10

BRO. WALTER J. ANDERSEN

9/8/2011

10

BRO. MATTHEW DAVIS

9/8/2011

10

W. JAMES W. VOSS II

9/8/2011

10

BRO. ALLAN SPIERS

9/10/2015

6

W. RICHARD J. ELIA

9/10/1998

23

BRO. WARREN LOWMAN

9/10/2015

6

BRO. JEFFREY CULLEN JR

9/10/2015

6

BRO. ROBERT G. MUELLER JR

9/16/2006

15

BRO. ZACHARY L. PLUNKETT

9/17/2015

6

BRO. DAMON LAWS

9/19/2020

1

BRO. FILIP T. PETERSEN

9/19/2020

1

BRO. JESUS M. GONZALEZ

9/19/2020

1

BRO. SAMUEL L. GRAY JR

9/24/2015

6

BRO. JEROME E. MARTIN III

9/25/2014

7

BRO. EDI NACO

9/25/2014

7

BRO. CHARLES A. CALDWELL

9/26/2013

8
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY BROTHERS

DATE
W. FERNANDO A. OJEA

4

BRO. KEVIN L. BONILLA

8

BRO. MIGUEL A. PINERO, JR.

9

BRO. SAMUEL ESCOBAR

11

BRO. EDWARD MARTIN

13

BRO. ALLAN SPIERS

20

W. ROBERT W. HARVEY

20

BRO. JOSEPH F. WATKINS

22

BRO. AARON ANDERSON

28
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