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JAMES P. ”CHIP” SMITH, Worshipful Master ROBERT HARVEY PM, Secretary 

NOVEMBER 2021 

157th Installation of Officers 

Hesperia Lodge No. 411 hosted it’s 157th Installation of Officers on Sunday, October 24th at the Jefferson 

Masonic Temple.  The installing team was led by RW Bro. Patrick Jones, PDDGM, and included RW 

Bro. Bob Nielsen, ADGM, RW Bro. Elliott Velez, DDGM, RW Bro. Herb Lindberg, PADGM and RW 

Bro. Martin Starr.  Hesperia Lodge was honored to have MW Bro. Michael Jackson, Grand Master of 

Illinois in attendance.   

Miss Nina Hernandez of Illinois Rainbow presented the gavel and Bro. Ryan Brown, Deputy State Master 

Councilor of Illinois DeMolay delivered the DeMolay Ceremony of Lights. 
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The 5-NE Districted hosted a very 

successful Community Health Fair on 

Saturday, October 16th from at the 

Jefferson Masonic Temple. 

Walgreens partnered with the District to 

provide flu and Covid vaccinations and 

boosters.  Versiti Blood Center was on 

hand to accept blood donations. 

Pressure Billiards Outing 

Hesperia had another successful outing to 

Pressure Billiards, where the brothers had 

the opportunity for fun and fellowship.  

Thank you W Bro Secretary for setting this 

up. 
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5th NE District  

School of Instruction 

5th NE District School for Masonic Instruction 

meets on the second and fourth Monday of each 

month, except when it conflicts with holidays and 

only on the first Monday in November and 

December, at Jefferson Masonic Temple at 7:00 

PM.  Those interested in participating will be able 

to find meeting information and agendas on OLP.   

District Meeting 

The next quarterly District Meeting will be 

held on Saturday, December 4th at 9 am at 

the Jefferson Masonic Temple. 

The Lodge Community Outreach 

committee has arranged for our Lodge to 

assist our community partner, A Just 

Harvest, with turkey distribution on 

Saturday, November 20th, from 9 am to 12 

pm.  Location is 7649 N Paulina St, in 

Chicago. 

A Just Harvest’s mission is to fight poverty 

and hunger in the Roger’s Park and greater 

Chicago community, by providing 

nutritious meals.  Please confirm your 

attendance with Bro. Joshua Turner, 

chairman, or via OLP. 
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Masonic Education & 

Enlightenment 

This month’s recommended Short Talk Bulletin 

Podcast is titled “Who Leads the Leader?” 12 

mins 18 secs in length. 

 Click Here for Link 

Hesperia Membership 

Entered Apprentices 3 

Fellowcrafts 0 

Master Masons 155 

Lodge Potluck 

Thursday, November 11th 

6:30 PM 

RSVP Requested on OLP 

Education Presentation 

Bro. Bryan Musicar, CL 

https://shorttalkbulletin.com/who-leads-the-leader-v61n3/
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MASONIC ANNIVERSARIES 

 Raised Years MM 

W. BARRY E. JOHNSON 11/29/1961 60 

BRO. WILLIAM R. DAVIDSON 11/20/1986 35 

R.W. EDWARD J. HERNANDEZ 11/30/2005 16 

W. FRANK J. ORTIZ 11/15/2012 9 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY BROTHERS 

 Date 

BRO. JOSHUA VILLANUEVA 3 

BRO. HAROLD ANDERSON 5 

W. ADRIAN I. PODEA 5 

BRO. CHARLES BAKER 7 

BRO. MASANOBU HOSHIKAWA 7 

BRO. JAMES SAWYERS 12 

W. GILBERT R. OREJUDOS 13 

BRO. JESUS M. GONZALEZ 18 

BRO. GEORGE ARGIONIS 20 

BRO. JAMES D. PRENDERGAST 21 

BRO. RICHARD D. RHODES 22 

W. BARRY S. ALPERN 25 

W. FRANCESCO BRUNO 27 
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Good Evening Brethren! 

I have been requested speak to you tonight upon one of the most contentious and debated 
topics in all of Masonry, namely: Masonic Landmarks. More specifically, the tenth landmark 
as enumerated by Dr. Albert G. Mackey, being in brief: The government of the craft, when so 
congregated in a lodge, by a Master and two Wardens. 

I’ll be specifically addressing that later; however, I thought I’d begin with a little 
background and history. 

Why are the landmarks contentious and debated? — Basically because no one actually 
knowns what they are or what was referred to by the word ‘landmarks’ when it first 
appeared within a Masonic document. 

The earliest acknowledged use of the word ‘landmarks’ within the written records of 
Freemasonry occurs within the thirty-ninth article of the General Regulations of the Grand 
Lodge of England. These were compiled in 1720 by the, then installed, Grand Master 
George Payne. A portion of this regulation reads:1 

Every Grand Lodge has an inherent power and authority to make new 
Regulations, or to alter these, for the real benefit of this ancient 
Fraternity: Provided always that the old Landmarks be carefully 
preserved. … 

The General Regulations as specified by Payne were then subsequently used by James 
Anderson in his work The Constitutions of the Freemasons published in 1723. 

Controversy arose because neither Payne nor Anderson bothered to specify what they 
meant by using this word or what it referred to. The debate has continued to the present 
day. 

Why didn’t Payne and Anderson specify what they meant by using the word? Like so many 
things in Masonry, no one actually knows. In my research I came across two highly 
divergent theories, the first being far more likely that the second. 

1. At the time (1720), Masonry was still transitioning from Operative to Speculative. 
The traditions of the Operatives maintained a strong presence within and influence 
upon the Craft and mouth-to-ear transmission was still widely used. The use of the 
word ‘landmarks’ most likely referred to the ancient, established customs and 
practices of the Operatives. Consequently, the landmarks would have been common 
knowledge and their enumeration would have been redundant. 

Though highly plausible, if the landmarks were common knowledge, why did debate 
ensue? 

                                                        
1 Little Masonic Library, Volume 01; The Landmarks of Freemasonry, Book 01; Silas H. Shepherd; p. 5; 

©1924; The Masonic Service Association of America. 
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2. When Payne and subsequently Anderson made use of the word ‘landmarks’ they 
were merely seeking a fanciful phrase to aggrandize a document without actually 
attaching any specific meaning to it.2 

Although certainly a plausible theory, it is highly dubious at best. Certainly, the writers of 
that age were highly verbose, had a far more eloquent usage of language, and a penchant 
for fanciful words and grandiose phrases; however, I do not believe the word ‘landmarks’ 
would qualify. 

And so the debate continued until in October, 1858 when Dr. Albert G. Mackey became the 
first Mason in history to compile and publish a list of Masonic Landmarks3. His list 
consisted of twenty-five separate items based upon the following criteria4 which he 
developed: 

1. It must be an unwritten law or custom of the fraternity 
2. It must have existed from “time whereof the memory of man runneth not to the 

contrary.” Its antiquity is its essential element. 
3. It must be universal5 
4. That they must be unrepealable and unchangeable—i.e., a landmark can never be 

abolished, revoked, or altered in any way. 

After Mackey’s list was published, other Masonic scholars began to publish their own 
versions. Most of these used Mackey as a foundation and then added or subtracted from it. 
Others, using their own criteria, compiled completely different lists. 

Unfortunately, Mackey’s list did nothing to quell the controversy and only exasperated it. In 
addition to the original dispute of what was meant by or referred to by the word 
‘landmarks’, scholars additionally debated upon what is or is not a specifically enumerated 
landmark and the various criteria used to delineate it. 

Sometime after the publication of Mackey’s list, Albert Pike wrote a scathing critique of it. 
In his introductory remarks Pike begins by quoting Robert Freke Gould, who stated: 

Nobody knows what they comprise or omit; they are of no earthly 
authority, because everything is a landmark when an opponent desires 
to silence you; but nothing is a landmark that stands in his own way.6 

  

                                                        
2 Freemasons’ Guide and Compendium; The Freemason’s Landmarks; Bernard E. Jones; pp. 336-337; 

©1994, Revised Edition; Reprinted 2005; Cumberland House Publishing, Inc. 
3 Encyclopedia of Freemasonry and Its Kindred Sciences, Volume 01; Albert G. Mackey; p. 422; ©2015; 

Cornerstone Book Publishers, Photographic Reproduction of the 1916 Edition. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Mackey did not define his use of the word ‘universal’ as applied to the Masonic Landmarks. I am, 

consequently, uncertain as to its meaning and specific use. 
6 Little Masonic Library, Volume 01; The Landmarks of Freemasonry, Book 01; Albert Pike’s Opinion of 

Mackey’s Landmarks; Silas H. Shepherd; p. 59; ©1924; The Masonic Service Association of America. 
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And shortly thereafter Pike himself stated: 

There is no common agreement in regard to what are and what are not 
Landmarks. That has never been definitely settled. Each writer makes 
out for himself the list or catalog of them, according to his own fancy, 
some counting more of them, others less.7 

Pike then proceeds to list each of Mackey’s landmarks in turn and opines how Mackey was 
absolutely wrong in all but three, those being numbers 9, 10, &118—with an added caveat 
to #11. Other Masonic scholars have commented that Mackey was also wrong in his 10th 
landmark because there was a time when a Masonic lodge was governed by a Worshipful 
Master and only one Warden.9 

Although Dr. Mackey’s contemporaries were highly critical of his list, it was generally well 
received within the Masonic Fraternity; however, it was not universally adopted. In 1940 
The Masonic Service Association (MSA) published a digest entitled: The Ancient Landmarks 
of Freemasonry as Adopted, Followed, or Undecided by the Forty-Nine Grand Lodges of the 
United States.10 Polling the recognized Grand Lodges within the United States at the time, 
the MSA found that: 

• 13 did not have any adopted or accepted list of Masonic Landmarks 
• 5 adopted the Ancient Charges 
• 13 adopted Mackey’s list 
• 8 did not adopt but accepted Mackey’s list 
• 10 created their own list11 

Specifically regarding the Grand Lodge of Illinois, the installed Grand Secretary at the time, 
Richard C. Davenport writes: 

As far as I know our Grand Lodge has never adopted any Landmarks, 
but has accepted those set down by Mackey.12 

To the best of my knowledge, this must still be the case. A search of The Book of 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Grand Lodge of Illinois for the word ‘landmarks’ reveals 
five specific usages of the word but neither defines nor specifies what they are. 

                                                        
7 Emphasis added by the author. Ibid; p. 60 
8 09. The necessity for Masons to congregate in lodges.; 10. The government of the craft, when so 

congregated in a lodge, by a Master and two Wardens.; 11. The necessity that every lodge, when 
congregated, should be duly tiled. Pike’s caveat to this landmark is that a Lodge does not necessarily need 
to be physically tyled, if it can be secured by other means. 

9 The Freemason at Work: The Definitive Guide to Craft Freemasonry; Harry Carr; Revised by 
Frederick Smyth; p. 253; ©2020; Lewis Masonic 

10 Hawaii and Alaska are not included as they were not granted statehood until 1959 and the District of 
Columbia accounts for the forty-ninth Grand Lodge. A more recent list apparently does not exist. 

11 Many but not all of the Grand Lodges who adopted their own list of landmarks based theirs upon 
Mackey’s and added to or subtracted from it as they deemed appropriate. 

12 Little Masonic Library, Volume 01; The Landmarks of Freemasonry, Book 01; The Ancient Landmarks of 
Freemasonry as Adopted, Followed, or Undecided by the Forty-Nine Grand Lodges of the United States; 
Silas H. Shepherd; p. 73, ©1924, The Masonic Service Association of America. 
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Up until this point, I have purposely avoided attempting to define the word ‘landmarks’ as 
used within Freemasonry. For obvious reasons, I will decline to do so; however, I offer the 
following definition as found within Macoy’s Modern Masonic Dictionary: 

Landmarks: written standards by which Freemasons meet and work.13 

Albert G. Mackey’s Masonic Landmarks 
There are generally two lists of Mackey’s Landmarks in circulation: 

1. A highly abbreviated list of the twenty-five specific landmarks without explanation. 
2. The original unabbreviated list containing the twenty-five enumerated landmarks 

and Mackey’s accompanying commentary. 

Dr. Mackey’s 10th Masonic Landmark reads, in full: 

10. The government of the craft, when so congregated in a Lodge 
by a Master and two Wardens, is also a Landmark.14 

To show the influence of this ancient law, it may be observed by the way, 
that a congregation of Masons meeting together under any other 
government, as that for instance of a president and vice-president, or a 
chairman and sub-chairman, would not be recognized as a Lodge. The 
presence of a Master and two Wardens is as essential to the valid 
organization of a Lodge as a warrant of constitution is at the present 
day. The names, of course, vary in different languages, the Master, for 
instance, being called "Venerable" in French Masonry, and the Wardens 
"Surveillants," but the officers, their number, prerogatives and duties, 
are everywhere identical. 

Mackey developed this landmark directly from the 3rd Charge of a Free-Mason as specified 
within The Constitutions of the Free-Masons by James Anderson, which reads: 

III. Of LODGES. 

A LODGE is a place where Masons assemble and work: Hence that 
Assembly, or duly organiz’d Society of Masons, is call’d a LODGE, and 
every Brother ought to belong to one, and to be subject to its By-Laws 
and the GENERAL REGULATIONS. It is either particular or general, and 
will be best understood by attending it, and by the Regulations of the 
General or Grand Lodge hereunto annex’d. In ancient Times no Master 
or Fellow could be absent from it, especially when warn’d to appear at 

                                                        
13 Macoy’s Modern Masonic Dictionary; C. Bruce Hunter; p. 36; ©2020; Macoy Publish & Supply Co., Inc. 
14 Emphasis added by the author. 
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it, without incurring a severe Censure, until it appear to the Master and 
Wardens, that pure Necessity hinder’d him. 

The Persons admitted Members of a Lodge must be good and true Men, 
free-born, and of mature and discreet Age, no Bondmen, no Women, no 
immoral or scandalous Men, but of good Report. 

Dr. Mackey’s 10th Masonic Landmark in conjunction with Anderson’s 3rd Charge of a 
Free-Mason establishes the authority of the Worshipful Master and the Senior and Junior 
Wardens to govern the lodge. However, the specific duties and responsibilities of these 
officers are determined by the individual Masonic Jurisdictions. In the State of Illinois, they 
are specified within the Handbook for Officer Advancement as published by the Grand 
Lodge of Illinois, which are as follows: 

The Junior Warden 
The Junior Warden is primarily a liaison officer or coordinator of activities, with particular 
attention to providing refreshment. This does not mean that he takes the spotlight but is a 
vital member of the team. Usually, the Master and the Senior Warden have more work to 
accomplish than time permits, and the Junior Warden is the one looked upon for assistance. 

The obligations of the Junior Warden are: 

1. To comply with all elements of the charge given when installed. 
2. To know the opening, closing and conferring of degrees. 
3. Promptness and regular attendance at all lodge meetings and special social 

functions. 
4. Assisting the Senior Warden in "special functions." 
5. Performing any duties assigned by the Worshipful Master, such as: 

a. Supervision when the lodge is at refreshment. 
b. Serving on committees for the purchase of lodge equipment. 
c. Being a part of the lodge Greeting Committee. 
d. Serving on the Ritual Committee. 

6. Continued study of the Grand Lodge By-Laws. 
7. Supervision of arrangements for visitations to other lodges and return visitations. 
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The Senior Warden 
It shall be the duty of the Senior Warden to look well to the West and serve as an assistant 
to the Worshipful Master in the government of the lodge. It should be for him a year of 
planning, keeping in mind that a primary duty upon reaching the Master's Chair is "to set 
the craft to work and give them proper instruction." 

The obligations of the Senior Warden are: 

1. To comply with all elements of the charge given when installed. 
2. Be able to open, close and confer all degrees. 
3. Know the business of the lodge and have knowledge of all committee work, 

candidates in process, and coming events. 
4. Help secure instructions for the candidates. 
5. Have knowledge of the finances of the lodge. 
6. Have a reasonable knowledge of the codes, which relate to proper discussions, lodge 

procedure, lodge jurisdictions, Masonic conduct, authority of the Master, etc. 
7. Observe the various brethren who would best fulfill the duties of a line officer, as 

next year he must appoint new officers. He should consider if: 
a. The selected brother has the time to devote eight years of sincere application 

to the lodge. 
b. Will the appointment conflict with his vocation? 
c. Does his family support him in his endeavor to become a devoted worker and 

lodge officer? 
d. Has he initiative and good personality? 
e. Is he capable of memorizing and presenting the work and lectures? 
f. Will he develop into a leader? 

The Worshipful Master 
The Worshipful Master has been elected by his brethren to fulfill the highest honor which 
can be bestowed upon a Master Mason. No Mason should begin climbing the flight of stairs 
to the Master's Chair in the East without first pledging to himself that he will dedicate and 
devote all his energy and zeal to fulfilling his duties to the best of his ability. The trust 
placed upon him by the brethren should never be violated. 

A successful Master will: 

1. Comply with all elements of the charge given when installed. 
2. Call the lodge to order in stated meetings at the time and place set in the by-laws. 
3. Call the lodge in special meetings for degree work, emergency meetings, or social 

functions. 
4. Preside at the meetings of the lodge, (When absent, the Wardens by rank will 

preside. If all three officers are absent, the lodge cannot be opened.) 
5. Control all debate and preserve good order, as well as harmony. within the lodge. 
6. Pass upon the proficiency of candidates for advancement. 
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7. Control the voting within the lodge and see that each member present casts a vote 
or is excused from voting. 

8. Prohibit the discussion of political matters in the lodge room. 
9. Know the Ancient Landmarks, the Masonic Code. The Book of Constitutions and By-

Laws, and the by-laws of his lodge. 
10. See that communications are answered and that degree work is exemplified with 

dignity consistent with the requirements of the Grand Lodge. 
11. Carefully select all appropriate officers and committees of the lodge. 
12. Sign or approve all orders or vouchers drawn on the treasury after lodge approval. 
13. Fill temporarily all vacant stations and places with proficient members. 
14. Read and discuss in lodge the proceedings of the Grand Lodge. 
15. Preside at the Masonic burial or memorial service of a deceased member if 

requested. 
16. Make immediate personal contact with the family and offer assistance upon notice 

of the passing of a brother or a member of his family. 
17. Represent the lodge at all Grand Lodge Annual Communications including area 

meetings, Schools of Instruction, educational meetings, etc. 

Additionally, there are several prerogatives of a Master of a Masonic Lodge which were first 
introduced by Mackey in his Masonic Jurisprudence. These include: 

1. Parliamentary law should not be followed if it, in any way, interferes with the 
landmarks or customs of Masonry. 

2. No lodge may be resolved into a committee of the whole. Lodges may do business 
only as a lodge with the Master or, in his absence, a Warden presiding. 

3. On rulings by the Master, there can be no appeal to the lodge. 
4. The Master alone has the right to regulate debate over questions within his lodge. 
5. The Master decides when to close his lodge; to call it to labor or refreshment. A 

motion for adjournment cannot be made from the membership. 
6. The Master only has the right to choose the members of a committee. 


	Hesperia Newsletter 2021-11
	Masonic Landmarks Talk 20211028
	Albert G. Mackey’s Masonic Landmarks
	The Junior Warden
	The Senior Warden
	The Worshipful Master


