June 2022

Welcome Entered Apprentices!

Since our last newsletter in November, we are pleased to welcome several new brothers into the
Craft. Brother Andre Garibadeh and Brother Charles Lewis were initiated by Worshipful
Master Chip Smith on December 9th, 2021. This May, Hesperia Lodge also welcomed Brothers
Richard Hernandez and Thomas McNichols.
As always, thank you to all the brethren who worked diligently to welcome our newest
members!

Upcoming Events
Annual Hesperia Lodge Picnic

Our annual lodge picnic is scheduled for
Sunday, August 21st at Loyola Park. Join
us for an afternoon of food, fun, and
fellowship!

Lodge Bowling Outing - June 26th

Join us for an afternoon of bowling at Waveland
Bowl. We’ll start rolling at 2:30 PM.
This event is open to all members of Hesperia,
family and Lodge Prospects.

“The Beholden”

By Bro. Joshua Turner
As we journey through life we are ever reminded that we are students learning to retain the world
around us. We take time to develop ourselves while maintaining the conditions necessary to thrive
ultimately resulting in good for the community at large. Today I would like to speculate on the ways
that we do this. Through observing scriptures within a volume of sacred law I intend to highlight the
term ‘behold’ and expand on its meaning through the text and the work we have within blue lodge
masonry.
Consider the following scriptures for this occasion:
Gen 1:1-4 - 1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.And the earth was without form,
and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters.And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.And God saw the light, that it was
good: and God divided the light from the darkness.
Gen 1:10 - And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas:
and God saw that it was good.
Gen: 1: 12 - And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
Gen 1: 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.
I begin with these scriptures from the first chapter of Genesis. In this text we are reading about the
creation of earth and all that inhabit it under the Supreme Architect of the universe. I have selected
these for the sole purpose to show that in the beginning, GOD had sight. A sight that he uses to
observe his creations with and determine that they are good. Good is defined as having the qualities
required for a particular role. In reading all 31 verses of the first chapter of Genesis you receive a clear
role for each of God’s creation. In the same light, you are also able to take note that God did not create
Evil in the first 7 days. However Darkness was there in the beginning, it was made night and not evil.
Perhaps evil serves no role….. Before moving onto my next scripture I would like to highlight the term
behold. In verse 31 we read, God saw everything that he made, and behold, it was very good. God is at
this time saying BEHOLD, but to whom??? Perhaps the term is used differently on this occasion.
Let’s investigate.

Behold – Germanic (1600s) – to keep, tend to or watch over (as in with grazing cattle) – from the old
English term holden –to grasp, to retain, to fulfill, to keep.
Perhaps in the previous verse, “behold” is made use of as a form of keeping, retaining or watching over.
The Day is still day, Earth is still earth. The SAOU continues to have watch over his construction.

We next journey to Psalm 119:36 & 37. Psalms 119 is known as the longest chapter within the bible. In
this, the psalmist is praying that God’s word becomes one with his actions that he may walk in the way
of God. Within verses 36 and 37, we get the jist of the whole and find that golden word as follows:
“Incline my heart unto the testimonies. And not to covetousness. Turn away mine eyes from beholding
vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way” - Psalms 119: 36-37
The psalmist in the aforementioned scripture is requesting that his heart keep the word of God above
what he desires. To keep his eye on that which is valuable rather than that which allows the psalmist
personal gain. To better align him with the way of God. Now in the same way we are discussing the
sight as it relates to beholding. The eyes are to turn away from vanity – or the excessive pride in or
admiration of one's own appearance or achievements / the quality of being worthless. That which is
vain, must not be good. We are instructed to turn our eyes from it. In this way the eyes share the
meaning similar to that of our compasses. They are tools used to recognize the qualities of something
which –with wisdom- will allow the observer to determine if it is good and has value. And this is only
made possible if the person’s heart has an inclination to the word of God and not for covetousness – or
the yearning to possess of have something.
This scripture has many allusions to the work we do.
1: Incline my heart -Where were you first prepared/ How were you received/ Where do you keep the
secrets of a worthy brother?
2. Not to covetousness – Divest your heart of the vices and superfluity of life. Self-interest is a bad
behavior.
This alludes to the first degree and the final degree in many ways but as we progress we will focus more
on ‘behold’ within the blue lodge. The first time we use the term is during the perambulation of the
candidate. The Chaplain read’s the first three verses of Psalms chapter 133. Beginning with Behold, how
good and pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell in unity! At this time the candidate is hoodwinked – That
the heart may be taught to conceive before their eyes beheld the beauty of freemasonry. At a time,
which he is within the grasp of (or is being kept by) the Senior Deacon and in full view of the Brethren
under the watch of the Worshipful Master. We (the brethren) behold the candidate with our own eyes
as he ambulates around the lodge.
After the candidate takes his obligation and is brought to light, he then is told on three separate
occasions to BEHOLD. During the due guard, sign and token presentation from the Worshipful Master
(In every first section of each degree)- You now behold the Worship Master approaching you from the
East under the Due guard and sign of an Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft and Master Mason. At this
time the candidate is now bound to a stronger tie between the brotherhood and himself. Each time he
is called to behold, he is observing the WM as he presents that which is the candidate's job to observe
and keep. Behold in this manner is an instruction to receive the token, sign and pass and display them
to the wardens as further proof that the candidate has received the due guard, sign and token of the
corresponding degree.

The candidate is still in the sight of the brethren and we at this time are increasing the strength of our
bond with this person through acknowledgment and the beholding of this person as a brother. As he
takes this journey he is gathering and taking grasp of masonic concepts. The secrets that he then
beheld are then to go from his sight to his mind and remain in his heart, for evermore.
This interaction bears such importance that the candidate is not once, twice but thrice told to behold
the Worshipful Master; to watch closely his movement and follow his instruction. Each time he is
observed and given clearance to proceed. He also reminds the brethren of the very steps they took as
they feel united with the work before their eyes.
Consider Light: Light is the “natural agent that stimulates sight and makes things visible. Coming to
light is literally the moment when the hoodwink is removed. The lodge is made visible by the use of
actual lighting. Through beholding the visibility of something becomes more defined. Giving the eyes
and heart time to adjust to strengthen understanding are essential to the minds ability to grasp an
object or concept. As he progresses through the degrees he finds familiarity in the activity he is
engaged. He sees the same parts, hears some of the same words and beholds the Blue Lodge of
Freemasonry.
The final observation of the term happens within the second section of the 3rd degree; first, during the
perambulation of Hiram Abiff and second, within the Emblems lecture. Please consider the themes of
coveting and vanity as I read the following:
“Grand Master Hiram, I am glad to meet you thus alone. This is an opportunity I have long sought.
You know you promised us that when the temple was completed we should receive the secrets of a
Master Mason or the Master's word, whereby we might travel in foreign countries, work and receive
Master's wages. Behold, the temple is well-nigh completed and we have not obtained that for which we
have so long sought.”
Here, we see that yearning to possess something can lead to perseverating and clouded desire. JA was
fully aware that HA could give him the desired wages and permissions when the Temple was
completed. However, because it was nigh completed he figured he could get what he wanted because he
felt he was entitled to it. JA’s rhetoric being -I am a Master so you will respect my demands completely
removes him from the reality of who Hiram is. His eyes could not see that he had the information that
told him why he had yet received his wages. His eyes clouded with this darkness begin to saturate his
heart leaving him a madman with foolish actions. Behold brethren, the compasses are now pointed to
the eyes. These too can keep you within due bounds as you take notice of what should be on the
outside of the line you draw and what should be kept within you. Truth (or that which is closest to
reality) is what we turn our eyes to; divesting our hearts of possessing material things. Moving our
focus to the success of those we are united with. That is the purpose of the life of a Free and Accepted
Mason.

Lastly, we find the term behold within the Emblems lecture. On these the final parts, I choose to leave
them open for further speculation. I will read them as they are. Then I ask you to inform me, what
parts jump out to you? Which lessons do they teach? How will you keep this within your heart?
The Hour-glass is an emblem of human life. Behold, how swiftly the sands run, and how rapidly our lives are
drawing to a close! We cannot, without astonishment, behold the little particles which are contained in this
machine, how they pass away almost imperceptibly, and yet, to our surprise, in the short space of an
hour,they are all exhausted. Thus wastes man! Today he puts forth the tender leaves of hope; tomorrow
blossoms, and bears his blushing honors thick upon him; the next day comes a frost, which nips the shoot,
and when he thinks his greatness is still aspiring, he falls, like autumn leaves, to enrich our mother earth.
Behold, Brethren an essential part of time and its limits. Time is passing and all that we do will be
monitored and measured by time. Forever passing, forever fleeting.
The Scythe is an emblem of time, which cuts the brittle thread of life, and launches us into eternity. Behold,
what havoc the scythe of time makes among the human race; if, perchance, we escape the numerous evils
incident to childhood and youth, and, with health and vigor, arrive at the years of manhood, yet withal we
must soon be cut down by the all-devouring scythe of time and be gathered to the land where our fathers have
gone before us.
Behold Brethren, the final obligation of all men. To Die.

