
January - February 2023

Brothers from Abroad

On Thursday, February 23rd, Hesperia lodge was honored to welcome RWB Daniel Recher, Grand 
Orator of the Grand Lodge of Switzerland. RWB Daniel graciously spoke on the history of 
Freemasonry in Switzerland and observations from his many travels. RWB was also presented with 
a token from the Grand Lodge, which he will donate to the Masonic Museum in Bern, Switzerland. 

Also joining the brethren were RWB John Loayza, Grand Chancellor of the Grand Lodge of Illinois 
and RWB Geno Bonaventura, Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of Brazil.



In Memoriam

Bro. Matthew M. Davis
March 20th, 1983 - February 4th, 2023

Matthew Davis, 39, of Chicago left this earth on Saturday, February 4, 2023 at 4:05pm, surrounded 
by immediate family. Matthew was a warrior until his final breath, after suffering an accident 18 
months earlier.

Matthew was born in Rockford, Illinois on March 20, 1983. He is predeceased by maternal 
grandparents Eileen and Adolph Danta, paternal grandparents Bernice and Jack Davis. Matthew is 
survived by his parents Diane Danta (John Skager) and Stephen Davis (Nancy Harrington-Davis), 
sister Amanda Davis (David Gwiazda), brothers Rob Noha (Steven Walton) and Kyle Skager (Cory 
Galen), uncles Ron Danta and Danny Robertshaw, aunts Linda Moser and Connie Kebert, lifelong 
friend Erik Phelps and a multitude of other family and friends.

Matthew graduated from Saint Xavier University Cum Laude in 2005. He was a scholar of world 
religions and enjoyed reading books and studying the ancient practices of Buddhism and Hinduism. 
Matthew at his core is a spiritual being. His intellectual curiosity drew him to seek out answers to 
further his personal and spiritual growth. He studied, taught and practiced karate, mediation, yoga, 
mysticism, tai chi, tarot, astrology, Freemasonry, E.G.C., A.A.S.R., B.O.T.A., O.T.O., and many 
others.

He was a proud member of Masonic Hesperia Lodge No. 411 A. F. & A. M., Paul Revere Lodge and 
Lux Lunae Lodge.

The family is holding a visitation at Kurtz Memorial Chapel, 65 Old Frankfort Way, Frankfort, IL 
on Saturday, March 11, 2023 from 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM. A service celebrating the life of Matthew 
Davis will commence at 1:00pm. A luncheon will immediately follow.

If you plan on attending, please email W. Bro. Robert Harvey at harverobert@gmail.com

mailto:harverobert@gmail.com


Hesperia Events - 2023

Join us for a visit to Artopolis Cafe and the Hellenic National 
Museum. 

Diane Alexander White’s exhibit, “Gather Together” (a 
collection of Chicago street photography from 1973)  is 
currently on view at the Hellenic National Museum in 

Greektown. 

We will meet at Artopolis Cafe and head across the street to 
the museum. 

For additional information and to RSVP to this event visit 
OLP.

Save the Date - Diane Alexander White at the Hellenic National Museum

March 19th, 2023

Oriental Institute Visit

This month, a group of Hesperians and guests enjoyed 
a visit to the Oriental Institute of the University of 
Chicago. 

The visit began with breakfast at Hyde Park’s Cafe 
Valois, followed by a visit to the museum, which 
features over 350,000 artifacts from antiquity. 



Brothers Illuminated
Bro. Nishar Cheeks - Senior Warden 

Brother Nishar was initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason on September 13th, 2018 and was 
raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason on May 23rd, 2019. Brother Nishar was drawn to 
the Masonic community, acknowledging that the “love, care, and trust” shared among the 
brethren was an aspect of Freemasonry that motivated him to petition Hesperia Lodge N0. 411. 
Brother Nishar acknowledges that Freemasonry has had a profound effect on him in many ways, 
and that this is most evident in the quality of his character both inside and outside of Lodge. 

Since joining Hesperia, Brother Nishar has been an active participant in Lodge events and 
activities. At this time, Brother Nishar is not a member of any Masonic appendant bodies, though 
he has expressed an interest in both the York and Scottish Rites. In particular, Brother Nishar is 
eager to join the Shriners. Aside from becoming a part of the larger Masonic community, Brother 
Nishar is motivated to join the Shriners for personal reasons as well. Brother Nishar works with 
individuals with intellectual and physical disabilities which aligns with the philanthropic mission 
of the Shriners. Furthermore, Brother Nishar’s late mother-in-law chose to donate to Shriners’ 
Children’s Hospital; in her honor, her husband continues to donate. 

Brother Nishar has been married for seven years and has two daughters, Kyla and Brooklyn. Like 
their father, Kyla and Brooklyn are also participants in the Masonic community. Brooklyn is a 
member of the International Order of the Rainbow Girls and Kyla has pledged to join when she 
comes of age. 

Aside from his Masonic accomplishments, Brother Nishar is most proud of realizing his dream of 
homeownership. Brother Nishar and his wife closed on their new home last month.



Brothers Illuminated
Bro. Lemzar Manginsay - Junior Warden 

Brother Lemzar took the first step in Masonry when he was initiated as an Entered Apprentice on 
December 12th, 2019. He was later raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason on March 25th, 
2021. He has since proven to be an invaluable member of Hesperia Lodge, participating in a 
variety of lodge events and opportunities for fellowship. Aside from his involvement with 
Hesperia Lodge #411, he is also a member of the Scottish Rite and plans on joining the Shriners. 

Brother Lemzar’s interest in Masonry was familial; his late grandfather was a Master Mason and 
served as Master of his lodge. Brother Lemzar often accompanied his grandfather to lodge 
fellowship gatherings which sparked his interest in Masonry. Though not yet a member of the 
lodge, Brother Lemzar fondly remembered the brotherly bond among the members of the lodge 
as well as the care they showed him. Growing up, Brother Lemzar was often curious about the 
symbols he saw embroidered on his grandfather’s shirts. When asked, his  grandfather told him 
that he would “discover the answers one day” when it was time for him to become a Mason. 

Brother Lemzar’s professional life has always drawn him to the water; he currently works for City 
Cruises Chicago as a First Mate. During the summers he also serves as a freelance yacht captain. 

By his own admission, Brother Lemzar credits his involvement with Masonry with bringing 
balance to his life and leading him to become a better man, attributes necessary to being a single 
father of three children ages ten, six, and four. Though Brother Lemzar circumnavigated the 
world at the age of 32, he considers his greatest accomplishment to be that of becoming a father 
and working every day to take care of his children.  








